Psalms, readings and collect

Date: 3" May — Easter V - Year A

Obviously on Low Sunday, people will use the Act of Spiritual Communion; but for those who
wish to say an evening office, provision is included here.

Office

Psalm:

(30) I WILL magnify thee, O Lord, for thou hast set me up : and not made my foes to
triumph over me.

2 O Lord my God, I cried unto thee : and thou hast healed me.

3 Thou, Lord, hast brought my soul out of hell : thou hast kept my life from them that go
down to the pit.

4 Sing praises unto the Lord, O ye saints of his : and give thanks unto him for a
remembrance of his holiness.

5 For his wrath endureth but the twinkling of an eye, and in his pleasure is life : heaviness
may endure for a night, but joy cometh in the morning.

6 And in my prosperity | said, I shall never be removed : thou, Lord, of thy goodness hast
made my hill so strong.

7 Thou didst turn thy face from me : and | was troubled.

8 Then cried I unto thee, O Lord : and gat me to my Lord right humbly.

9 What profit is there in my blood : when | go down to the pit?

10 Shall the dust give thanks unto thee : or shall it declare thy truth?

11 Hear, O Lord, and have mercy upon me : Lord, be thou my helper.

12 Thou hast turned my heaviness into joy : thou hast put off my sackcloth, and girded me
with gladness.

13 Therefore shall every good man sing of thy praise without ceasing : O my God, | will
give thanks unto thee for ever.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son: and to the Holy Ghost.

As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be: world without end. Amen.

Reading:
A Reading from the Book of the Acts of the Apostles.

In the days when the disciples were increasing in number, the Hellenists murmured against
the Hebrews because their widows were neglected in the daily distribution. And the twelve
summoned the body of the disciples and said, "It is not right that we should give up preaching
the word of God to serve tables. Therefore, brethren, pick out from among you seven men of
good repute, full of the Spirit and of wisdom, whom we may appoint to this duty. But we
will devote ourselves to prayer and to the ministry of the word.” And what they said pleased
the whole multitude, and they chose Stephen, a man full of faith and of the Holy Spirit, and
Philip, and Proch'orus, and Nica'nor, and Ti'mon, and Par'menas, and Nicola'us, a proselyte of
Antioch. These they set before the apostles, and they prayed and laid their hands upon them.
And the word of God increased; and the number of the disciples multiplied greatly in
Jerusalem, and a great many of the priests were obedient to the faith.



Collect of the day:

Almighty God, Who shewest to them that be in error the light of Thy Truth, to the intent that
they may return into the way of righteousness: Grant unto all them that are admitted into the
fellowship of Christ’s religion that they may eschew those things that are contrary to their
profession, and follow all such things as are agreeable to the same; in and through the same
Thy Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, Who liveth and reigneth with Thee in the unity of the Holy
Ghost, God, throughout all ages world without end. Amen.

Act of Spiritual Communion
Collect:

O almighty God, Who alone canst order the unruly wills and affections of sinful men: Grant
unto Thy people, that they may love the thing which Thou commandest, and desire that
which Thou dost promise; that so, among the sundry and manifold changes of the world, our
hearts may surely there be fixed, where true joys are to be found; in and through Jesus Christ,
Thy Son our Lord, Who lives and reigns with Thee in the unity of the Holy Spirit, God,
throughout all ages world without end. Amen.

First Reading:
A Reading from the former Epistle General of Saint Peter.

Come to Christ, to that living stone, rejected by men but in God's sight chosen and precious;
and like living stones be yourselves built into a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to
offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. For it stands in scripture:
"Behold, I am laying in Zion a stone, a cornerstone chosen and precious, and he who believes
in him will not be put to shame.” To you therefore who believe, he is precious, but for those
who do not believe, "The very stone which the builders rejected has become the head of the
corner,” and "A stone that will make men stumble, a rock that will make them fall"; for they
stumble because they disobey the word, as they were destined to do. But you are a chosen
race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God's own people, that you may declare the wonderful
deeds of him who called you out of darkness into his marvellous light.

Psalm:

Rejoice in the Lord, O you righteous, ¢ for it is good for the just to sing praises.

Praise the Lord with the lyre; ¢ on the ten-stringed harp sing his praise.

For the word of the Lord is true ¢ and all his works are sure.

He loves righteousness and justice; ¢ the earth is full of the loving-kindness of the Lord.

Behold, the eye of the Lord is upon those who fear him, ¢ on those who wait in hope for
his steadfast love,

To deliver their soul from death ¢ and to feed them in time of famine.



Gospel:
A Reading from the Gospel according to Saint John.

Jesus said to His disciples, "Let not your hearts be troubled; believe in God, believe also in
me. In my Father's house are many rooms; if it were not so, would I have told you that I go
to prepare a place for you? And when | go and prepare a place for you, | will come again and
will take you to myself, that where | am you may be also. And you know the way where | am
going." Thomas said to him, "Lord, we do not know where you are going; how can we know
the way?" Jesus said to him, "I am the way, and the truth, and the life; no one comes to the
Father, but by me. If you had known me, you would have known my Father also; henceforth
you know him and have seen him." Philip said to him, "Lord, show us the Father, and we
shall be satisfied." Jesus said to him, "Have | been with you so long, and yet you do not
know me, Philip? He who has seen me has seen the Father; how can you say, Show us the
Father'? Do you not believe that | am in the Father and the Father in me? The words that |
say to you I do not speak on my own authority; but the Father who dwells in me does his
works. Believe me that | am in the Father and the Father in me; or else believe me for the
sake of the works themselves. "Truly, truly, | say to you, he who believes in me will also do
the works that | do; and greater works than these will he do, because | go to the Father.



