Psalms, readings and collect

Date: 11™ April — Low Sunday

Obviously on Sunday, people will use the Act of Spiritual Communion; but for those who wish
to say an evening office, provision is included here.

Office

Psalm:

(81: 1-10) SING we merrily unto God our strength : make a cheerful noise unto the God
of Jacob.

2 Take the psalm, bring hither the tabret : the merry harp with the lute.

3 Blow up the trumpet in the new-moon : even in the time appointed, and upon our solemn
feast-day.

4 For this was made a statute for Israel : and a law of the God of Jacob.

5 This he ordained in Joseph for a testimony : when he came out of the land of Egypt, and
had heard a strange language.

6 | eased his shoulder from the burden : and his hands were delivered from making the
pots.

7 Thou calledst upon me in troubles, and | delivered thee : and heard thee what time as the
storm fell upon thee.

8 | proved thee also : at the waters of strife.

9 Hear, O my people, and I will assure thee, O Israel : if thou wilt hearken unto me,

10 There shall no strange god be in thee : neither shalt thou worship any other god.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son: and to the Holy Ghost.

As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be: world without end. Amen.

Reading:
A Reading from the Book of the Acts of the Apostles.

The whole community devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and fellowship, to the
breaking of bread and the prayers. And fear came upon every soul; and many wonders and
signs were done through the apostles. And all who believed were together and had all things
in common; and they sold their possessions and goods and distributed them to all, as any had
need. And day by day, attending the temple together and breaking bread in their homes, they
partook of food with glad and generous hearts, praising God and having favour with all the
people. And the Lord added to their number day by day those who were being saved.

Collect of the day:

Almighty Father, Who has given Thine only Son to die for our sins, and to rise again for our
justification: Grant us so to put away the leaven of malice and wickedness, that we may
always serve Thee in pureness of living and Truth; through the merits of the same Thy Son,
Jesus Christ our Lord, Who liveth and reigneth with Thee in the unity of the Holy Ghost,
God, throughout all ages world without end. Amen.



Act of Spiritual Communion
Collect:

God of life, Source of all faith, through the waters of Baptism You have raised us up in Jesus
and given us life that endures. Day by day refine our faith, that we who have not seen the
Christ may truly confess Him as our Lord and God, and share the blessedness of those who
believe. Grant this through Jesus Christ, our Passover and our Peace, Who is alive and reigns
with You and the Holy Spirit, God, throughout all ages world without end. Amen.

First Reading:
A Reading from the former Letter of Saint Peter.

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! By his great mercy we have been
born anew to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, and to an
inheritance which is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for you, who by
God's power are guarded through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time. In
this you rejoice, though now for a little while you may have to suffer various trials, so that the
genuineness of your faith, more precious than gold which though perishable is tested by fire,
may redound to praise and glory and honour at the revelation of Jesus Christ. Without having
seen him you love him; though you do not now see him you believe in him and rejoice with
unutterable and exalted joy. As the outcome of your faith you obtain the salvation of your
souls.

Psalm:

O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; ¢ his mercy endures for ever.
Let Israel now proclaim, ¢ ‘His mercy endures for ever.’

Let the house of Aaron now proclaim, ¢ ‘His mercy endures for ever.’
Let those who fear the Lord proclaim, ¢ ‘His mercy endures for ever.’
Surely, I was thrust to the brink, ¢ but the Lord came to my help.

The Lord is my strength and my song, ¢ and he has become my salvation.
Joyful shouts of salvation ¢ sound from the tents of the righteous:

The stone which the builders rejected ¢ has become the chief cornerstone.
This is the Lord’s doing, ¢ and it is marvellous in our eyes.

This is the day that the Lord has made; ¢ we will rejoice and be glad in it.

Gospel:
A Reading from the Gospel according to Saint John.

On the evening of that day, the first day of the week, the doors being shut where the disciples
were, for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said to them, "Peace be
with you." When he had said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples
were glad when they saw the Lord. Jesus said to them again, "Peace be with you. As the
Father has sent me, even so | send you.” And when he had said this, he breathed on them,
and said to them, "Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven;
if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.” Now Thomas, one of the twelve, called the
Twin, was not with them when Jesus came. So the other disciples told him, "We have seen



the Lord." But he said to them, "Unless | see in his hands the print of the nails, and place my
finger in the mark of the nails, and place my hand in his side, | will not believe."” Eight days
later, his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. The doors were shut,
but Jesus came and stood among them, and said, "Peace be with you.” Then he said to
Thomas, "Put your finger here, and see my hands; and put out your hand, and place it in my
side; do not be faithless, but believing.” Thomas answered him, "My Lord and my God!"
Jesus said to him, "Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who
have not seen and yet believe.” Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of the
disciples, which are not written in this book; but these are written that you may believe that
Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that believing you may have life in his name.



