
Psalms, readings and collect 
 

Date: 2
nd

 April – Maundy Thursday 

  

Some what idiosyncratically (= uniquely, probably), but completely logically, at Saint 

Matthew’s Mattins on Maundy Thursday is sung as a Passiontide Office; however, the 

Benedictus antiphon is changed as a nod to the day: 

 

“Now he that betrayed Him gave them a sign, saying: Whomsoever I shall kiss, that 

same is He; hold Him fast.” 

  

Psalm:  

  

(43)  LIKE as the hart desireth the water-brooks : so  longeth my soul after thee, O God. 

2 My soul is athirst for God, yea, even for the living God : when shall I come to appear 

before the presence of God? 

3 My tears have been my meat day and night : while they daily say unto me, Where is now 

thy God? 

4 Now when I think thereupon, I pour out my heart by myself : for I went with the 

multitude, and brought them forth into the house of God; 

5 In the voice of praise and thanksgiving : among such as keep holy-day. 

6 Why art thou so full of heaviness, O my soul : and why art thou so disquieted within me? 

7 Put thy trust in God : for I will yet give him thanks for the help of his countenance.  

8 My God, my soul is vexed within me : therefore will I remember thee concerning the 

land of Jordan, and the little hill of Hermon. 

9 One deep calleth another, because of the noise of the water-pipes : all thy waves and 

storms are gone over me. 

10 The Lord hath granted his loving-kindness in the day-time : and in the night-season did 

I sing of him, and made my prayer unto the God of my life. 

11 I will say unto the God of my strength, Why hast thou forgotten me : why go I thus 

heavily, while the enemy oppresseth me? 

12 My bones are smitten asunder as with a sword : while mine enemies that trouble me 

cast me in the teeth; 

13 Namely, while they say daily unto me : Where is now thy God? 

14 Why art thou so vexed, O my soul : and why art thou so disquieted within me? 

15 O put thy trust in God : for I will yet thank him, which is the help of my countenance, 

and my God. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son: and to the Holy Ghost. 

As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be: world without end.  Amen. 

 

(43)  GIVE sentence with me, O God, and defend my cause against the ungodly people : O 

deliver me from the deceitful and wicked man. 

2 For thou art the God of my strength, why hast thou put me from thee : and why go I so 

heavily, while the enemy oppresseth me? 

3 O send out thy light and thy truth, that they may lead me : and bring me unto thy holy 

hill, and to thy dwelling. 

4 And that I may go unto the altar of God, even unto the God of my joy and gladness : and 

upon the harp will I give thanks unto thee, O God, my God. 

5 Why art thou so heavy, O my soul : and why art thou so disquieted within me? 

6 O put thy trust in God : for I will yet give him thanks, which is the help of my 



countenance, and my God. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son: and to the Holy Ghost. 

As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be: world without end.  Amen. 

  

Reading:  

  

A Reading from the Letter to the Church in Ephesus. 

 

Therefore remember that at one time you Gentiles in the flesh, called the uncircumcision by 

what is called the circumcision, which is made in the flesh by hands -- remember that you 

were at that time separated from Christ, alienated from the commonwealth of Israel, and 

strangers to the covenants of promise, having no hope and without God in the world.  But 

now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off have been brought near in the blood of Christ.   

For he is our peace, who has made us both one, and has broken down the dividing wall of 

hostility, by abolishing in his flesh the law of commandments and ordinances, that he might 

create in himself one new man in place of the two, so making peace, and might reconcile us 

both to God in one body through the cross, thereby bringing the hostility to an end.  And he 

came and preached peace to you who were far off and peace to those who were near; for 

through him we both have access in one Spirit to the Father.  

  

Collect of the day:  

  

Almighty and everlasting God, Who, of Thy tender love towards mankind, hast sent Thy Son 

our Saviour Jesus Christ, to take upon Him our flesh, and to suffer death upon the Cross, that 

all mankind should follow the example of his great humility: Mercifully grant, that we may 

both follow the example of His patience, and also be made partakers of His Resurrection; 

through Jesus Christ Thy Son our Lord; Who liveth and reigneth with Thee in the unity of the 

Holy Ghost, God, throughout all ages world without end.  Amen. 

 

 

 

 

  


