Psalms, readings and collect

Date: 6" March — Lent 11 Friday

Psalm:

(40) | WAITED patiently for the Lord : and he inclined unto me, and heard my calling.

2 He brought me also out of the horrible pit, out of the mire and clay : and set my feet
upon the rock, and ordered my goings.

3 And he hath put a new song in my mouth : even a thanksgiving unto our God.

4 Many shall see it, and fear : and shall put their trust in the Lord.

5 Blessed is the man that hath set his hope in the Lord : and turned not unto the proud, and
to such as go about with lies.

6 O Lord my God, great are the wondrous works which thou hast done, like as be also thy
thoughts which are to us-ward : and yet there is no man that ordereth them unto thee.

7 1f 1 should declare them, and speak of them : they should be more than | am able to
express.

8 Sacrifice and meat-offering thou wouldest not: but mine ears hast thou opened.

9 Burnt-offerings, and sacrifice for sin, hast thou not required : then said I, Lo, | come,

10 In the volume of the book it is written of me, that I should fulfil thy will, O my God : |
am content to do it; yea, thy law is within my heart.

11 I have declared thy righteousness in the great congregation : lo, I will not refrain my
lips, O Lord, and that thou knowest.

12 | have not hid thy righteousness within my heart : my talk hath been of thy truth and of
thy salvation.

13 I have not kept back thy loving mercy and truth : from the great congregation.

14 Withdraw not thou thy mercy from me, O Lord: let thy loving-kindness and thy truth
alway preserve me.

15 For innumerable troubles are come about me; my sins have taken such hold upon me
that | am not able to look up : yea, they are more in number than the hairs of my head, and
my heart hath failed me.

16 O Lord, let it be thy pleasure to deliver me : make haste, O Lord, to help me.

17 Let them be ashamed and confounded together, that seek after my soul to destroy it : let
them be driven backward and put to rebuke, that wish me evil.

18 Let them be desolate, and rewarded with shame: that say unto me, Fie upon thee, fie
upon thee.

19 Let all those that seek thee be joyful and glad in thee : and let such as love thy salvation
say alway, The Lord be praised.

20 As for me, I am poor and needy : but the Lord careth for me.

21 Thou art my helper and redeemer : make no long tarrying, O my God.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son: and to the Holy Ghost.

As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be: world without end. Amen.

(41) BLESSED is he that considereth the poor and needy : the Lord shall deliver him in
the time of trouble.

2 The Lord preserve him, and keep him alive, that he may be blessed upon earth : and
deliver not thou him into the will of his enemies.

3 The Lord comfort him, when he lieth sick upon his bed : make thou all his bed in his
sickness.



4 1 said, Lord, be merciful unto me : heal my soul, for | have sinned against thee.

5 Mine enemies speak evil of me : When shall he die, and his name perish?

6 And if he come to see me, he speaketh vanity: and his heart conceiveth falsehood within
himself, and when he cometh forth he telleth it.

7 All mine enemies whisper together against me: even against me do they imagine this
evil.

8 Let the sentence of guiltiness proceed against him : and now that he lieth, let him rise up
no more.

9 Yea, even mine own familiar friend, whom | trusted : who did also eat of my bread, hath
laid great wait for me.

10 But be thou merciful unto me, O Lord : raise thou me up again, and | shall reward
them.

11 By this I know thou favourest me : that mine enemy doth not triumph against me.

12 And when I am in my health, thou upholdest me : and shalt set me before thy face for
ever.

13 Blessed be the Lord God of Israel : world without end. Amen.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son: and to the Holy Ghost.

As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be: world without end. Amen.

Reading:
A Reading from the Gospel according to Saint Matthew.

"Hear another parable. There was a householder who planted a vineyard, and set a hedge
around it, and dug a wine press in it, and built a tower, and let it out to tenants, and went into
another country. When the season of fruit drew near, he sent his servants to the tenants, to
get his fruit; and the tenants took his servants and beat one, killed another, and stoned
another. Again he sent other servants, more than the first; and they did the same to them.
Afterward he sent his son to them, saying, “They will respect my son." But when the tenants
saw the son, they said to themselves, “This is the heir; come, let us kill him and have his
inheritance." And they took him and cast him out of the vineyard, and killed him. When
therefore the owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do to those tenants?" They said to
him, "He will put those wretches to a miserable death, and let out the vineyard to other
tenants who will give him the fruits in their seasons.” Jesus said to them, "Have you never
read in the scriptures: “The very stone which the builders rejected has become the head of the
corner; this was the Lord's doing, and it is marvelous in our eyes? Therefore | tell you, the
kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given to a nation producing the fruits of
it." When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard his parables, they perceived that he was
speaking about them. But when they tried to arrest him, they feared the multitudes, because
they held him to be a prophet.

Collect of the day:

Almighty God, Who seest that we have no power of ourselves to help ourselves: Keep us
both outwardly in our bodies, and inwardly in our souls; that we may be defended from all
adversities which may happen to the body, and from all evil thoughts which may assault and
hurt the soul; in and through Thy Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, Who livest and reignest with the
Father and the Holy Ghost; God, throughout all ages, world without end. Amen.



