
Office Propers – S Oswald – 5
th

 August 
 

These are the proper texts for the Office on the feasts of Martyrs, which you should substitute 

for the seasonal texts provided in the booklet. 

  

Venite Antiphon:  

  

The Lord is the Life of the Martyrs; O come, let us adore Him. 

  

Office Hymn:  

  

 

 
 

O God, Thy soldiers’ crown and guard, 

And their exceeding great reward, 

From bonds of evil set us free, 

Who sing Thy martyr’s victory. 

 

Right valiantly they kept the Faith, 

And glorified Thee unto death; 

For Thee their blood they dared to pour, 

And thence have joy for evermore. 

 

Look down upon us from above, 

Uplift our hearts, O God of love, 

And as our hymns to Thee we raise, 

Accept Thy people’s prayer and praise. 

 

 

On this the martyr’s triumph day, 

Let every voice its tribute pay 

To those who counted all things loss 

For love of Him Who bore the Cross. 

 

O Christ, most loving King, to Thee 

With God the Father, glory be, 

And glory to the Holy Ghost, 

From men and from the angel-host. 

 

  

Psalm:  

  

(72)  GIVE the King thy judgements, O God : and thy righteousness unto the King's son.  

2 Then shall he judge thy people according unto right : and defend the poor.  

3 The mountains also shall bring peace : and the little hills righteousness unto the people.  

4 He shall keep the simple folk by their right : defend the children of the poor, and punish 

the wrong-doer. 

5 They shall fear thee, as long as the sun and moon endureth : from one generation to 

another. 

6 He shall come down like the rain into a fleece of wool : even as the drops that water the 

earth. 

7 In his time shall the righteous flourish : yea, and abundance of peace, so long as the 



moon endureth. 

8 His dominion shall be also from the one sea to the other : and from the flood unto the 

world's end. 

9 They that dwell in the wilderness shall kneel before him : his enemies shall lick the dust.  

10 The kings of Tharsis and of the isles shall give presents : the kings of Arabia and Saba 

shall bring gifts. 

11 All kings shall fall down before him : all nations shall do him service. 

12 For he shall deliver the poor when he crieth : the needy also, and him that hath no 

helper. 

13 He shall be favourable to the simple and needy : and shall preserve the souls of the 

poor. 

14 He shall deliver their souls from falsehood and wrong : and dear shall their blood be in 

his sight. 

15 He shall live, and unto him shall be given of the gold of Arabia : prayer shall be made 

ever unto him, and daily shall he be praised. 

16 There shall be an heap of corn in the earth, high upon the hills : his fruit shall shake like 

Libanus, and shall be green in the city like grass upon the earth. 

17 His Name shall endure for ever; his Name shall remain under the sun among the 

posterities: which shall be blessed through him; and all the heathen shall praise him. 

18 Blessed be the Lord God, even the God of Israel : which only doeth wondrous things;  

19 And blessed be the Name of his majesty for ever : and all the earth shall be filled with 

his majesty. Amen, Amen. 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son: and to the Holy Ghost. 

As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be: world without end.  Amen. 

  

Reading:  

  

A Reading from the Gospel according to Saint John. 

 

His disciples said to Jesus, "Ah, now you are speaking plainly, not in any figure!   Now we 

know that you know all things, and need none to question you; by this we believe that you 

came from God."  Jesus answered them, "Do you now believe?  The hour is coming, indeed it 

has come, when you will be scattered, every man to his home, and will leave me alone; yet I 

am not alone, for the Father is with me.  I have said this to you, that in me you may have 

peace. In the world you have tribulation; but be of good cheer, I have overcome the world." 

 

Responsory:  

  

These are they who were faithful; even unto death. 

These are they who were faithful; even unto death. 

They have won a martyr’s crown. 

These are they who were faithful; even unto death. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost: 

These are they who were faithful; even unto death. 

  

Benedictus Antiphon:  

  

For theirs is the Kingdom of Heaven, who despised worldly living: who have won the 

rewards of the Kingdom; and have washed their robes in the Blood of the Lamb.  

  



Magnificat Antiphon:  

  

This is indeed a Martyr, who for the love of Christ poured forth his/her blood; but with joy 

attained unto the heavenly Kingdom. 

 

Collect of the Day: 

 

Lord God almighty, Who didst so kindle the faith of King Oswald with Thy Spirit that he did 

set up the sign of the Cross in his kingdom and did turn his people to the Light of Christ: 

grant that we, being fired with the same Spirit, may alway bear our cross before the world 

and be found faithful servants of the Gospel; through the same Thy Son, Jesus Christ our 

Lord, Who liveth and reigneth with Thee in the unity of the Holy Ghost, God, throughout all 

ages, world without end.  Amen. 

 


