
Office Propers – S Swithun 
 

These are the proper texts for the Office on the feasts of Bishops, which you may choose to 

substitute for the seasonal texts provided in the booklet. 

  

Venite Antiphon:  

  

Christ is the chief Shepherd of His flock; O come, let us adore Him.   

  

Office Hymn:  

  

 

 
 

O God, Thy loving care for man 

Devised for us salvation’s plan, 

And sent Thy Son to be the way 

To bring us to eternal day. 

 

The Shepherd bled to save the sheep, 

And gave His own strict watch to keep, 

That souls bought at so great a cost 

Might never from the fold be lost. 

 

All praise be Thine, O Lord of Heaven, 

For those to whom the charge is given 

To tend and feed the souls of men, 

Until Thy Son shall come again. 

 

So, for that pastor of the sheep 

Whose entrance into bliss we keep, 

Thanksgiving unto Thee be made, 

While honour due to Him is paid. 

 

O God the Father, God the Son, 

And God the Spirit, Three in One, 

Blest Trinity, our strength and stay, 

Guard Thou Thy flock by night and day. 

 

  

Psalm:  

  

(34)  I WILL alway give thanks unto the Lord : his praise shall ever be in my mouth.  

2 My soul shall make her boast in the Lord : the humble shall hear thereof, and be glad.  

3 O praise the Lord with me : and let us magnify his Name together.  

4 I sought the Lord, and he heard me : yea, he delivered me out of all my fear. 

5 They had an eye unto him, and were lightened: and their faces were not ashamed.  

6 Lo, the poor crieth, and the Lord heareth him : yea, and saveth him out of all his 

troubles. 

7 The angel of the Lord tarrieth round about them that fear him : and delivereth them. 

8 O taste, and see, how gracious the Lord is : blessed is the man that trusteth in him.  

9 O fear the Lord, ye that are his saints : for they that fear him lack nothing.  

10 The lions do lack, and suffer hunger : but they who seek the Lord shall want no manner 

of thing that is good. 



11 Come, ye children, and hearken unto me : I will teach you the fear of the Lord.  

12 What man is he that lusteth to live : and would fain see good days? 

13 Keep thy tongue from evil : and thy lips, that they speak no guile.  

14 Eschew evil, and do good : seek peace, and ensue it. 

15 The eyes of the Lord are over the righteous : and his ears are open unto their prayers.  

16 The countenance of the Lord is against them that do evil : to root out the remembrance 

of them from the earth. 

17 The righteous cry, and the Lord heareth them: and delivereth them out of all their 

troubles. 

18 The Lord is nigh unto them that are of a contrite heart : and will save such as be of an 

humble spirit. 

19 Great are the troubles of the righteous : but the Lord delivereth him out of all.  

20 He keepeth all his bones : so that not one of them is broken. 

21 But misfortune shall slay the ungodly : and they that hate the righteous shall be 

desolate. 

22 The Lord delivereth the souls of his servants : and all they that put their trust in him 

shall not be destitute. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son: and to the Holy Ghost. 

As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be: world without end.  Amen. 

 

(123)  UNTO thee lift I up mine eyes : O thou that dwellest in the heavens. 

2 Behold, even as the eyes of servants look unto the hand of their masters, and as the eyes 

of a maiden unto the hand of her mistress : even so our eyes wait upon the Lord our God, 

until he have mercy upon us. 

3 Have mercy upon us, O Lord, have mercy upon us : for we are utterly despised.  

4 Our soul is filled with the scornful reproof of the wealthy : and with the despitefulness of 

the proud. 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son: and to the Holy Ghost. 

As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be: world without end.  Amen. 

  

Reading:  

  

A reading from the Epistle general of Saint James. 

 

Be patient, therefore, brethren, until the coming of the Lord. Behold, the farmer waits for the 

precious fruit of the earth, being patient over it until it receives the early and the late rain.  

You also be patient. Establish your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is at hand.   Do not 

grumble, brethren, against one another, that you may not be judged; behold, the Judge is 

standing at the doors.  As an example of suffering and patience, brethren, take the prophets 

who spoke in the name of the Lord.  Behold, we call those happy who were steadfast. You 

have heard of the steadfastness of Job, and you have seen the purpose of the Lord, how the 

Lord is compassionate and merciful.  But above all, my brethren, do not swear, either by 

heaven or by earth or with any other oath, but let your yes be yes and your no be no, that you 

may not fall under condemnation.  Is any one among you suffering? Let him pray. Is any 

cheerful? Let him sing praise.  Is any among you sick? Let him call for the elders of the 

church, and let them pray over him, anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord; and the 

prayer of faith will save the sick man, and the Lord will raise him up; and if he has committed 

sins, he will be forgiven.  Therefore confess your sins to one another, and pray for one 

another, that you may be healed. The prayer of a righteous man has great power in its effects.  

Eli'jah was a man of like nature with ourselves and he prayed fervently that it might not rain, 



and for three years and six months it did not rain on the earth.  Then he prayed again and the 

heaven gave rain, and the earth brought forth its fruit. 

 

Responsory:  

  

I placed watchmen on your towers, O Jerusalem. 

I placed watchmen on your towers, O Jerusalem. 

They will never cease to proclaim the Name of the Lord. 

I placed watchmen on your towers, O Jerusalem. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost: 

I placed watchmen on your towers, O Jerusalem. 

  

Benedictus Antiphon:  

  

Let your light so shine in the sight of men, that seeing your good works, they may glorify 

your Father in Heaven.  

  

Magnificat Antiphon:  

  

The Lord chose him as a worker of good works and a shepherd of the people. 

 

Collect of the Day: 

 

Almighty God, by Whose grace we celebrate again the feast of Thy servant Swithun: grant 

that, as he did govern with gentleness the people committed to his care, so we, rejoicing in 

our Christian inheritance, may always seek to build up Thy Church in unity and love; through 

Jesus Christ, Who liveth and reigneth with Thee, in the unity of the Holy Ghost, God, 

throughout all ages, world without end.  Amen. 

 


