Hagiography - Holy Week

Holy Week

Holy week is the central observance of the Church's year. It starts with Jesus' arrival in
Jerusalem on Palm Sunday and ends with the Resurrection of Jesus on Easter Day. Some
days are linked to particular events. Monday to Wednesday are days of anticipation and
reflexion.

29" April

Palm Sunday
Palm Sunday commemorates Jesus' arrival in Jerusalem:

When they drew near to Jerusalem and came to Beth'phage, to
the Mount of Olives, then Jesus sent two disciples, saying to
them, "Go into the village opposite you, and immediately you
will find an ass tied, and a colt with her; untie them and bring
them to me. If any one says anything to you, you shall say,
"The Lord has need of them,” and he will send them
immediately.” This took place to fulfil what was spoken by
the prophet, saying, "Tell the daughter of Zion, Behold, your
king is coming to you, humble and mounted on an ass, and on
‘ : a colt, the foal of an ass.”

The d|SC|pIes went and did as Jesus had directed them; they brought the ass and the colt, and
put their garments on them, and he sat thereon. Most of the crowd spread their garments on
the road, and others cut branches from the trees and spread them on the road. And the crowds
that went before him and that followed him shouted, "Hosanna to the Son of David! Blessed
is he who comes in the name of the Lord! Hosanna in the highest!" And when he entered
Jerusalem, all the city was stirred, saying, "Who is this?" And the crowds said, "This is the
prophet Jesus from Nazareth of Galilee."

Matthew 21: 1 - 11 (see also Mark 11: 1 - 10; Luke 19: 28 - 40)

This is often called, The Triumphal Entry of Christ. We commemorate these events at the
main Mass with a procession of palms. However, of course, the mood quickly changed as
people abandoned Jesus. Later in the Mass we read an account of Jesus' suffering and death.



2" April
Maundy Thursday

Maundy Thursday commemorates the Last Supper:

When it was evening, he sat at table with the twelve disciples;
and as they were eating, he said, "Truly, | say to you, one of
you will betray me."” And they were very sorrowful, and began
to say to him one after another, "Is it I, Lord?" He answered,
"He who has dipped his hand in the dish with me, will betray
me. The Son of man goes as it is written of him, but woe to
that man by whom the Son of man is betrayed! It would have
been better for that man if he had not been born." Judas, who
betrayed him, said, "Is it I, Master?" He said to him, "You have
said so."

Now as they were eating, Jesus took bread, and blessed, and broke it, and gave it to the
disciples and said, "Take, eat; this is my body." And he took a cup, and when he had given
thanks he gave it to them, saying, "Drink of it, all of you; for this is my blood of the
covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins. | tell you I shall not drink
again of this fruit of the vine until that day when | drink it new with you in my Father's
kingdom." And when they had sung a hymn, they went out to the Mount of Olives.

Matthew 26: 20 - 30 (see also Mark 14: 17 - 26; Luke 22: 14 - 29; | Corinthians 11: 23 - 26)

Saint John's Gospel records the events differently:

b = Before the feast of the Passover, when Jesus knew that his

hour had come to depart out of this world to the Father, having
loved his own who were in the world, he loved them to the
end. And during supper, when the devil had already put it into
the heart of Judas Iscariot, Simon's son, to betray him, Jesus,
knowing that the Father had given all things into his hands,
and that he had come from God and was going to God, rose
from supper, laid aside his garments, and girded himself with a
towel. Then he poured water into a basin, and began to wash
the disciples' feet, and to wipe them with the towel with which
he was girded. He came to Simon Peter; and Peter said to him,
"Lord, do you wash my feet?" Jesus answered him, "What |
am doing you do not know now, but afterward you will
understand.” Peter said to him, "You shall never wash my
feet." Jesus answered him, "If I do not wash you, you have no
part in me."

Simon Peter said to him, "Lord, not my feet only but also my hands and my head!" Jesus
said to him, "He who has bathed does not need to wash, except for his feet, but he is clean all
over; and you are clean, but not every one of you." For he knew who was to betray him; that
was why he said, "You are not all clean.” When he had washed their feet, and taken his
garments, and resumed his place, he said to them, "Do you know what | have done to you?
You call me Teacher and Lord; and you are right, for so I am.
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If I then, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought to wash one
another's feet. For | have given you an example, that you also should do as | have done to
you.

John 15:1-15

The Liturgy today encompasses both of these perspectives.

3" April
Good Friday

Good Friday commemorates the Crucifixion
(the Death of Jesus on the Cross:

Pilate took Jesus and scourged him. And the
soldiers plaited a crown of thorns, and put it
on his head, and arrayed him in a purple
robe; they came up to him, saying, "Hail,
King of the Jews!" and struck him with their
hands. Pilate went out again, and said to
them, "See, | am bringing him out to you,
that you may know that I find no crime in
him." So Jesus came out, wearing the crown
of thorns and the purple robe. Pilate said to
them, "Behold the man!" When the chief
priests and the officers saw him, they cried
out, "Crucify him, crucify him!" Pilate said to
them, "Take him yourselves and crucify him,
for | find no crime in him." The Jews
answered him, "We have a law, and by that
law he ought to die, because he has made
himself the Son of God."

When Pilate heard these words, he was the more afraid; he entered the praetorium again and
said to Jesus, "Where are you from?" But Jesus gave no answer. Pilate therefore said to him,
"You will not speak to me? Do you not know that | have power to release you, and power to
crucify you?" Jesus answered him, "You would have no power over me unless it had been
given you from above; therefore he who delivered me to you has the greater sin." Upon this
Pilate sought to release him, but the Jews cried out, "If you release this man, you are not
Caesar's friend; every one who makes himself a king sets himself against Caesar.” When
Pilate heard these words, he brought Jesus out and sat down on the judgment seat at a place
called The Pavement, and in Hebrew, Gab'batha. Now it was the day of Preparation of the
Passover; it was about the sixth hour. He said to the Jews, "Behold your King!" They cried
out, "Away with him, away with him, crucify him!" Pilate said to them, "Shall I crucify your
King?" The chief priests answered, "We have no king but Caesar." Then he handed him over
to them to be crucified. So they took Jesus, and he went out, bearing his own cross, to the
place called the place of a skull, which is called in Hebrew Gol'gotha.
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There they crucified him, and with him two others, one on either side, and Jesus between
them. Pilate also wrote a title and put it on the cross; it read, "Jesus of Nazareth, the King of
the Jews." Many of the Jews read this title, for the place where Jesus was crucified was near
the city; and it was written in Hebrew, in Latin, and in Greek. The chief priests of the Jews
then said to Pilate, "Do not write, "The King of the Jews," but, "This man said, | am King of
the Jews.™ Pilate answered, "What | have written | have written." When the soldiers had
crucified Jesus they took his garments and made four parts, one for each soldier; also his
tunic. But the tunic was without seam, woven from top to bottom; so they said to one another,
"Let us not tear it, but cast lots for it to see whose it shall be." This was to fulfil the scripture,
"They parted my garments among them, and for my clothing they cast lots.” So the soldiers
did this. But standing by the cross of Jesus were his mother, and his mother's sister, Mary the
wife of Clopas, and Mary Mag'dalene. When Jesus saw his mother, and the disciple whom
he loved standing near, he said to his mother, "Woman, behold, your son!" Then he said to
the disciple, "Behold, your mother!” And from that hour the disciple took her to his own
home. After this Jesus, knowing that all was now finished, said (to fulfil the scripture), "I
thirst." A bowl full of vinegar stood there; so they put a sponge full of the vinegar on hyssop
and held it to his mouth. When Jesus had received the vinegar, he said, "It is finished"; and
he bowed his head and gave up his spirit.

Since it was the day of Preparation, in order
to prevent the bodies from remaining on the
cross on the sabbath (for that sabbath was a
high day), the Jews asked Pilate that their
legs might be broken, and that they might be
taken away. So the soldiers came and broke
the legs of the first, and of the other who had
been crucified with him; but when they came
to Jesus and saw that he was already dead,
they did not break his legs. But one of the
soldiers pierced his side with a spear, and at
once there came out blood and water. He
who saw it has borne witness -- his testimony
is true, and he knows that he tells the truth --
that you also may believe. For these things
took place that the scripture might be
fulfilled, "Not a bone of him shall be
broken." And again another scripture says,
"They shall look on him whom they have
pierced."
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After this Joseph of Arimathe'a, who was a disciple of Jesus, but secretly, for fear of the
Jews, asked Pilate that he might take away the body of Jesus, and Pilate gave him leave. So
he came and took away his body. Nicode'mus also, who had at first come to him by night,
came bringing a mixture of myrrh and aloes, about a hundred pounds’ weight. They took the
body of Jesus, and bound it in linen cloths with the spices, as is the burial custom of the Jews.
Now in the place where he was crucified there was a garden, and in the garden a new tomb
where no one had ever been laid. So because of the Jewish day of Preparation, as the tomb
was close at hand, they laid Jesus there.

John 19 (see also Matthew 27; Mark 15; Luke 23)



4" April

Holy Saturday

On Holy Saturday, Christ's Body lies in the tomb.
Traditionally, on this day, the Sacraments are neither
celebrated nor received (except in extremis).

This reading is used at some point during the day:

| am the man who has seen affliction under the rod of
his wrath; he has driven and brought me into darkness
without any light; surely against me he turns his hand
again and again the whole day long. He has made my
flesh and my skin waste away, and broken my bones;
he has besieged and enveloped me with bitterness and
tribulation; he has made me dwell in darkness like the
dead of long ago. He has walled me about so that I
cannot escape; he has put heavy chains on me; though I
call and cry for help, he shuts out my prayer; he has
blocked my ways with hewn stones, he has made my
paths crooked.

Remember my affliction and my bitterness, the wormwood and the gall! My soul continually
thinks of it and is bowed down within me. But this I call to mind, and therefore | have hope:
The steadfast love of the LORD never ceases, his mercies never come to an end; they are new
every morning; great is thy faithfulness. "The LORD is my portion," says my soul, "therefore
I will hope in him."

Lamentations 3: 1-9; 19 - 24

Some authorities see this as the time when Christ harrowed hell, liberating the souls of the
dead.

Holy Saturday cedes to Sunday at dusk, following the ancient Jewish tradition.



5™ April

Easter Day

Easter Day ranks first in the Christian year; it celebrates the
Resurrection of Jesus:

After the sabbath, toward the dawn of the first day of the week,
Mary Mag'dalene and the other Mary went to see the sepulchre.
And behold, there was a great earthquake; for an angel of the
Lord descended from heaven and came and rolled back the
stone, and sat upon it. His appearance was like lightning, and
his raiment white as snow. And for fear of him the guards
trembled and became like dead men.
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But the angel said to the women, "Do not be afraid; for | know that you seek Jesus who was
crucified. He is not here; for he has risen, as he said. Come, see the place where he lay. Then
go quickly and tell his disciples that he has risen from the dead, and behold, he is going
before you to Galilee; there you will see him. Lo, | have told you." So they departed quickly
from the tomb with fear and great joy, and ran to tell his disciples. And behold, Jesus met
them and said, "Hail!" And they came up and took hold of his feet and worshiped him. Then
Jesus said to them, "Do not be afraid; go and tell my brethren to go to Galilee, and there they
will see me."

Matthew 28: 1 - 10 (see also Mark 16: 1 - 7; Luke24: 1 - 12; John 20: 1 - 25)



