Psalms, readings and collect

Date: 15" March - Lent IV A

Obviously on Sundays, people will use the Act of Spiritual Communion; but for those who
wish to say an evening office, provision is included here.

Office

Psalm:

(19) THE heavens declare the glory of God : and the firmament sheweth his handywork.

2 One day telleth another : and one night certifieth another.

3 There is neither speech nor language : but their voices are heard among them.

4 Their sound is gone out into all lands : and their words into the ends of the world.

5 In them hath he set a tabernacle for the sun : which cometh forth as a bridegroom out of
his chamber, and rejoiceth as a giant to run his course.

6 It goeth forth from the uttermost part of the heaven, and runneth about unto the end of it
again : and there is nothing hid from the heat thereof.

7 The law of the Lord is an undefiled law, converting the soul : the testimony of the Lord
IS sure, and giveth wisdom unto the simple.

8 The statutes of the Lord are right, and rejoice the heart : the commandment of the Lord is
pure, and giveth light unto the eyes.

9 The fear of the Lord is clean, and endureth for ever : the judgements of the Lord are true,
and righteous altogether.

10 More to be desired are they than gold, yea, than much fine gold : sweeter also than
honey, and the honey-comb.

11 Moreover, by them is thy servant taught : and in keeping of them there is great reward.
12 Who can tell how oft he offendeth : O cleanse thou me from my secret faults.

13 Keep thy servant also from presumptuous sins, lest they get the dominion over me : so
shall I be undefiled, and innocent from the great offence.

14 Let the words of my mouth, and the meditation of my heart : be alway acceptable in thy
sight,

15 O Lord : my strength, and my redeemer.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son: and to the Holy Ghost.

As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be: world without end. Amen.

Reading:
A Reading from the former Book of Samuel.

The LORD said to Samuel, "How long will you grieve over Saul, seeing | have rejected him
from being king over Israel? Fill your horn with oil, and go; | will send you to Jesse the
Bethlehemite, for I have provided for myself a king among his sons.” When they came, he
looked on Eli'ab and thought, "Surely the LORD'S anointed is before him." But the LORD
said to Samuel, "Do not look on his appearance or on the height of his stature, because I have
rejected him; for the LORD sees not as man sees; man looks on the outward appearance, but
the LORD looks on the heart.” And Jesse made seven of his sons pass before Samuel. And
Samuel said to Jesse, "The LORD has not chosen these." And Samuel said to Jesse, "Are all



your sons here?" And he said, "There remains yet the youngest, but behold, he is keeping the
sheep.” And Samuel said to Jesse, "Send and fetch him; for we will not sit down till he comes
here." And he sent, and brought him in. Now he was ruddy, and had beautiful eyes, and was
handsome. And the LORD said, "Arise, anoint him; for this is he." Then Samuel took the
horn of oil, and anointed him in the midst of his brothers; and the Spirit of the LORD came
mightily upon David from that day forward.

Collect of the day:

Grant, we beseech Thee, Almighty God, that we, who for our evil deeds do worthily deserve
to be punished, by the comfort of Thy Grace may mercifully be relieved; in and through Jesus
Christ, Thy Son our Lord, Who liveth and reigneth with Thee in the unity of the Holy Ghost;
God, throughout all ages world without end. Amen.

Act of Spiritual Communion
Collect:

God our Creator, show forth Your mighty works in the midst of Your people. Enlighten
Your Church, that we may know Your Son as the true Light of the world and through our
worship confess Him as Christ the Lord, Who is alive and reigns with You and the Holy
Spirit, God, throughout all ages world without end. Amen.

First Reading:
A Reading from the Letter to the Church in Ephesus.

Once you were darkness, but now you are light in the Lord; walk as children of light (for the
fruit of light is found in all that is good and right and true), and try to learn what is pleasing to
the Lord. Take no part in the unfruitful works of darkness, but instead expose them. For it is
a shame even to speak of the things that they do in secret; but when anything is exposed by
the light it becomes visible, for anything that becomes visible is light. Therefore it is said,
"Awake, O sleeper, and arise from the dead, and Christ shall give you light."

Psalm:

The Lord is my shepherd; ¢ therefore can I lack nothing.

He makes me lie down in green pastures ¢ and leads me beside still waters.

He shall refresh my soul ¢ and guide me in the paths of righteousness for his name’s
sake.

Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, | will fear no evil; ¢ for you
are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me.

You spread a table before me in the presence of those who trouble me; ¢ you have
anointed my head with oil and my cup shall be full.

Surely goodness and loving mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, ¢ and I will

dwell in the house of the Lord for ever.



Gospel:
A Reading from the Gospel according to Saint John.

As Jesus passed by, he saw a man blind from his birth. He spat on the ground and made clay
of the spittle and anointed the man's eyes with the clay, saying to him, "Go, wash in the pool
of Silo'am™ (which means Sent). So he went and washed and came back seeing. The
neighbours and those who had seen him before as a beggar, said, "Is not this the man who
used to sit and beg?" Some said, "It is he"; others said, "No, but he is like him." He said, "I
am the man." They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind. Now it
was a Sabbath day when Jesus made the clay and opened his eyes. The Pharisees again asked
him how he had received his sight. And he said to them, "He put clay on my eyes, and |
washed, and | see." Some of the Pharisees said, "This man is not from God, for he does not
keep the Sabbath.” But others said, "How can a man who is a sinner do such signs?" There
was a division among them. So they again said to the blind man, "What do you say about
him, since he has opened your eyes?" He said, "He is a prophet.” If this man were not from
God, he could do nothing." They answered him, "You were born in utter sin, and would you
teach us?" And they cast him out. Jesus heard that they had cast him out, and having found
him he said, "Do you believe in the Son of man?" He answered, "And who is he, sir, that |
may believe in him?" Jesus said to him, "You have seen him, and it is he who speaks to
you." He said, "Lord, I believe"; and he worshiped him.



