
 

Saint Matthew's Church 

Big Lamp ~ Summerhill Street 

Newcastle 

 

Text of the Mass for Easter IV – 26
th

 April 2026 

 

As the priest enters the church, the following is sung: 

 

The God of love my shepherd is, 

And he that doth me feed; 

While he is mine and I am his, 

What can I want or need? 

 

He leads me to the tender grass, 

Where I both feed and rest; 

Then to the streams that gently pass: 

In both I have the best. 

 

Or if I stray, he doth convert, 

And bring my mind in frame, 

And all this not for my desert, 

But for his holy name. 

 

Yea, in death’s shady black abode 

Well may I walk, not fear; 

For thou art with me, and thy rod 

To guide, thy staff to bear. 

 

Surely thy sweet and wondrous love 

Shall measure all my days; 

And, as it never shall remove, 

So neither shall my praise. 
Words: George Herbert 1593 - 1633 

Tr JM Neale 1816 - 66 

Music: University 

From John Randall's Psalms and Hymn Tunes 1794 
 



+ The Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the 

fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you. 

And with thy spirit. 

 

Alleluia! Christ is risen! 

He is risen indeed.  Alleluia! 

 

Christ our Passover has been sacrificed for us.  Let us, therefore, rejoice 

by putting away all malice and evil and confessing our wins with a true 

and sincere heart: 

 

We have lived by our own strength and not by the power of Your 

Resurrection: Kyrie eleison. 

Kyrie eleison 

 

We have lived by the light of our own eyes as faithless and not 

believing: Christe eleison. 

Christe eleison. 

 

We have lived for this world alone and doubted our home in Heaven: 

Kyrie eleison. 

Kyrie eleison 

 

I beheld water which proceeded from the Temple, on the right side 

thereof, alleluia!  And all they to whom that water came were healed 

every one; and they say, alleluia, alleluia! 

O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is gracious: and His mercy 

endureth for ever.  Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy 

Ghost: as it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be: world 

without end.  Amen. 

I beheld water &c 
 

The earth is full of the goodness of the Lord: by the Word of the Lord 

were the Heavens made.  Alleluia!  Rejoice in the Lord, O you 

righteous: praising befits those who are upright.  Glory be to the Father 

and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the beginning is now 

and ever shall be, world without end.  Amen. 

The earth is full &c 



During the Gloria in excelsis, the Altar, the symbol of God's Presence, 

may be honoured with incense. 

 

Glory be to God on high. 

And in earth peace, goodwill towards men. 

We praise Thee, we bless Thee, 

we worship Thee, we glorify Thee, 

we give thanks to Thee for Thy great glory, 

O Lord God, heavenly King,  

God the Father almighty. 

O Lord, the only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ: 

O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, 

that takest away the sins of the world, 

have mercy upon us. 

Thou that takest away the sins of the world, 

receive our prayer. 

Thou that sittest at the right  

hand of God the Father, have mercy upon us. 

For Thou only art holy, Thou only art the Lord; 

Thou only, O Christ, with the Holy Ghost, 

art most high, 

+ in the glory of God the Father.  Amen. 

 

Let us pray: 

 

O God, You never cease to call even those far away, for it is Your Will 

that all be drawn into one fold.  Attune our ears to the voice of the Good 

Shepherd, Who leads us always to You, that we may find under Your 

tender protection life in all its fullness; in and through Jesus Christ, the 

Resurrection and the Life, Who is alive and reigns with You and the 

Holy Spirit, God, throughout all ages world without end.   

Amen. 

 

 

 

 



Peter, standing with the eleven, lifted up his voice and addressed them, 

"Men of Judea and all who dwell in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, 

and give ear to my words.  Let all the house of Israel therefore know 

assuredly that God has made him both Lord and Christ, this Jesus 

whom you crucified."  Now when they heard this they were cut to the 

heart, and said to Peter and the rest of the apostles, "Brethren, what 

shall we do?"  And Peter said to them, "Repent, and be baptized every 

one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins; 

and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.  For the promise is to 

you and to your children and to all that are far off, every one whom the 

Lord our God calls to him."  And he testified with many other words 

and exhorted them, saying, "Save yourselves from this crooked 

generation."  So those who received his word were baptized, and there 

were added that day about three thousand souls. 

 

This is the Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

The Lord is my shepherd;  ♦   therefore can I lack nothing. 

He makes me lie down in green pastures  ♦   and leads me beside still 

waters. 

He shall refresh my soul  ♦   and guide me in the paths of 

righteousness for his name’s sake. 

Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear 

no evil;  ♦   for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they 

comfort me. 

You spread a table before me in the presence of those who trouble 

me;  ♦   you have anointed my head with oil and my cup shall be 

full. 

Surely goodness and loving mercy shall follow me all the days of my  

    life,  ♦   and I will dwell in the house of the Lord for ever. 

 

 

 

A Reading from the Book of the Acts of the Apostles. 

 



What credit is it, if when you do wrong and are beaten for it you take it 

patiently? But if when you do right and suffer for it you take it 

patiently, you have God's approval.  For to this you have been called, 

because Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example, that you 

should follow in his steps.  He committed no sin; no guile was found on 

his lips.  When he was reviled, he did not revile in return; when he 

suffered, he did not threaten; but he trusted to him who judges justly.  

He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, that we might die to sin 

and live to righteousness. By his wounds you have been healed.  For 

you were straying like sheep, but have now returned to the Shepherd 

and Guardian of your souls. 

 

This is the Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

The Gospel book is carried to the Lectern: 

 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!  I am the Good Shepherd, says the Lord: I 

know My own sheep and they know me.  Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

 

Christ's Presence in the words of the Gospel may be honoured with 

incense. 

 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 

Glory be to Thee, O Lord. 

 

Jesus said:  "Truly, truly, I say to you, he who does not enter the 

sheepfold by the door but climbs in by another way, that man is a thief 

and a robber; but he who enters by the door is the shepherd of the 

sheep.  To him the gatekeeper opens; the sheep hear his voice, and he 

calls his own sheep by name and leads them out.  When he has brought 

out all his own, he goes before them, and the sheep follow him, for they 

know his voice.   

(continued over the page) 

A Reading from the former Epistle General of Saint Peter. 

 



A stranger they will not follow, but they will flee from him, for they do 

not know the voice of strangers."  This figure Jesus used with them, but 

they did not understand what he was saying to them.  So Jesus again 

said to them, "Truly, truly, I say to you, I am the door of the sheep.  All 

who came before me are thieves and robbers; but the sheep did not heed 

them.  I am the door; if any one enters by me, he will be saved, and will 

go in and out and find pasture.  The thief comes only to steal and kill 

and destroy; I came that they may have life, and have it abundantly. 

 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise be to Thee, O Christ. 

A homily may follow. 

 

We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, 

seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, 

of one Being with the Father; 

through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 

was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary 

and was made man. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the Scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

 

(continued over the page) 



He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified, 

who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. 

Amen. 

 

In the power of the Resurrection and in union with Christ, let us who 

share in Christ's risen Life make our intercession to God our Father for 

the needs of the world and the Church: 

 

Let us call on the Lord our God for the Church: 

[Petitions] 

Lord of creation, guide Your Church along the right path that we may 

follow Christ's example and remain true to Your Name: Lord, hear us ... 

Lord, graciously hear us.   

 

Let us call on the Lord our God for the world: 

[Petitions] 

Lord of creation, reveal Your goodness in the world that none shall 

suffer want, but shall live in peace and justice and fear no evil: Lord, 

hear us ... Lord, graciously hear us.   

 

(continued over the page) 

 

 

 

 



Let us call on the Lord our God for the people we meet: 

[Petitions] 

Lord of creation, may goodness and kindness follow us all the days of 

our lives that we may find contentment and flourishing: Lord, hear us ... 

Lord, graciously hear us.   

 

Let us call on the Lord our God for all who suffer: 

[Petitions] 

Lord of creation, look on all who walk in the valley of darkness and 

lead them near restful waters and revive their drooping spirit: Lord, hear 

us ... Lord, graciously hear us.   

 

Let us call on the Lord our God for all who have died: 

[Petitions] 

Lord of creation, grant that those who have died may dwell in Your 

own house for ever and share in the eternal banquet You have prepared 

for them: Lord, hear us ... Lord, graciously hear us.   

 

Let us call on the Lord our God for those things, which weigh privately 

on us: ... Lord, hear us ... Lord, graciously hear us.   

 

In union with our Lady, Saint Matthew, Saint Philip, Saint Philip, Saint 

James, Saint Augustine, Saint Athanasius and all the saints, as we 

celebrate the New Life of Your Son, we ask that the whole world may 

bask in the glory of the Resurrection and find the peace of the 

Kingdom; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 



Alleluia.  Christ is risen. 

He is risen indeed.  Alleluia! 

 

The risen Christ came and stood among His Apostles and said, “Peace 

be with you.”  They were glad when they saw the Lord.  Alleluia! 

The Peace of the Lord be always with you. 

And with thy spirit. 

 

As the bread and wine are brought to the Altar and prepared for the 

Mass, the following is sung: 

 

O God, my God, from daybreak do I watch for You: and in invocation 

of Your Name will I lift up my hands.  Alleluia! 

 

Let us here who represent Cherubim guards around God's throne, As 

they cry out their thrice holy hymn, Praising the life-giving Trinity, Lay 

aside all earthly care.  Borne by the power of angels' wings To His 

people now comes the King of kings.  Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, 

alleluia! 

 

At the Lamb’s high feast we sing 

Praise to our victorious King: 

Who hath washed us in the tide 

Flowing from his pierced side; 

Praise we Him Whose love divine 

Gives His guests His Blood for wine, 

Gives His Body for the feast, 

Love the Victim, love the Priest. 
 

Where the Paschal Blood is poured, 

Death’s dark angel sheathes his sword; 

Israel’s hosts triumphant go 

Through the wave that drowns the foe. 

Christ, the Lamb, Whose Blood was shed, 

Paschal Victim!  Paschal Bread! 

With sincerity and love 

Eat we Manna from above. 
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Mighty Victim from on high, 

Powers of hell beneath Thee lie; 

Death is broken in the fight, 

Thou hast brought us life and light. 

Now Thy banner thou dost wave, 

Conquering Satan and the grave. 

See the prince of darkness quelled; 

Heaven’s bright gates are open held. 

 

Paschal triumph, Paschal joy, 

Only sin can this destroy; 

From sin’s death do Thou set free, 

Souls re-born, dear Lord, in Thee. 

Hymns of glory, songs of praise, 

Father unto Thee we raise. 

Risen Lord, all praise to Thee, 

Ever with the Spirit be. 
 

Words: From a Latin Breviary hymn 

Tr Robert Campbell 1814 - 68 

Music: Salzburg 

Melody from J Hintze 1622 - 1702 

Harmony by JS Bach 1685 - 1750 

 

The preparation of the Altar continues; incense may be used to honour 

the place where Christ will become present.  At the end: 

 

Thine, O Lord, is the greatness, the power and the glory and the victory 

and the majesty.  All that is in Heaven and earth is Thine: 

All things come of Thee, O Lord, and of Thine own do we give Thee. 

 

Amen. 

  

God of loving care, You spread before us the table of life and give us 

the cup of salvation to drink.  Keep us always in the fold of Your Son 

Jesus Christ, our Saviour Shepherd and Lord. 



The priest begins the great prayer of thanksgiving: 

 

The Lord be with you. 

And with thy spirit. 

Lift up your hearts; 

We lift them up unto the Lord. 

Let us give thanks unto our Lord God. 

It is meet and right so to do. 

 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

always and everywhere to give you thanks, 

almighty and eternal Father, 

and in these days of Easter 

to celebrate with joyful hearts 

the memory of your wonderful works. 

For by the mystery of his passion 

Jesus Christ, your risen Son, 

has conquered the powers of death and hell 

and restored in men and women the image of your glory. 

He has placed them once more in paradise 

and opened to them the gate of life eternal. 

And so, in the joy of this Passover, 

earth and heaven resound with gladness, 

while angels and archangels and the powers of all creation 

sing for ever the hymn of your glory: 

 

Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of hosts. 

Heaven and earth are full of Thy glory. 

Glory be to Thee, O Lord most high. 

 

+ Blessed is He that cometh in the Name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

  



We praise and bless you, loving Father, 

through Jesus Christ, our Lord; 

and as we obey his command, 

send your Holy Spirit, 

that broken bread and wine outpoured 

may be for us the body and blood of your dear Son. 

 

On the night before he died he had supper with his Apostles 

and, taking bread, he praised you. 

He broke the bread, gave it to them and said: 

Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 

do this in remembrance of me. 

 

The priest holds up the consecrated Host for the people to see.  

 

When supper was ended he took the cup of wine. 

Again he praised you, gave it to them and said: 

Drink this, all of you; 

this is my blood of the new covenant, 

which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.  

Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me. 

 

The priest holds up the chalice of consecrated wine for the people to 

see. 

 

So, Father, we remember all that Jesus did, 

in him we plead with confidence his sacrifice 

made once for all upon the cross. 

Bringing before you the bread of life and cup of salvation, 

we proclaim his death and resurrection 

until he comes in glory. 

 

Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again. 
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Lord of all life, 

help us to work together for that day 

when your kingdom comes 

and justice and mercy will be seen in all the earth. 

Look with favour on your people, 

gather us in your loving arms 

and bring us with [N and] all the saints 

to feast at your table in heaven. 

 

Through Jesus Christ, our Lord, 

By Whom and with Whom and in Whom, 

Amen, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

Amen, 

all honour and glory are Yours, almighty Father, for ever and ever. 

Amen. 

 

Instructed by saving precepts and taught by divine example, we are bold 

to say: 

Our Father,  

Who art in Heaven,  

hallowed by Thy Name;  

Thy Kingdom come,  

Thy Will be done on earth as it is in Heaven.   

Give us this day our daily bread  

and forgive us our trespasses  

as we forgive those who trespass against us;  

and lead us not into temptation,  

but deliver us from evil.   

For Thine is the Kingdom,  

the power and the glory for ever and ever.  Amen. 

 

We break this bread to share in the Body of Christ. 

Though we are many, we are one body, 

because we all share in one bread. 

 

 



O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, have mercy 

upon us.  O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, have 

mercy upon us.  O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, 

grant us Thy peace. 

 

The priest holds up the consecrated elements and invites people to 

receive Holy Communion: 
 

Alleluia!  Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us. 

Therefore let us keep the feast.  Alleluia! 

 

I am the Good Shepherd: I know My sheep and My sheep know Me.  

Alleluia! 

 

Holy Communion follows. 
 

Faithful Shepherd, feed me 

in the pastures green; 

Faithful Shepherd, lead me 

where thy steps are seen. 

 

Hold me fast, and guide me 

in the narrow way; 

so, with thee beside me, 

I shall never stray. 

 

Daily bring me nearer 

to the heavenly shore; 

may thy love grow dearer, 

may I love thee more. 

 

Hallow every pleasure, 

sanctify my pain; 

be thyself my treasure, 

though none else I gain. 
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Day by day prepare me 

as thou seest best, 

then let angels bear me 

to thy promised rest. 
 

Words: TB Pollock 1836 - 96 

Music: Pastor Pastorum 

P Silcher 1789 - 1860 

After Holy Communion: 

 

The Good Shepherd is risen: He Who laid down His Life for His sheep, 

Who died for His sheep.  He is risen.  Alleluia! 

 

Let us pray: 

 

Amen. 

 

Notices may follow. 

 

Alleluia! Christ is risen! 

He is risen indeed.  Alleluia! 

 

The God of peace, Who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, 

that great Shepherd of the sheep, through the Blood of the eternal 

Covenant, make you perfect in every good work to do His will, working 

in you that which is well pleasing in His sight; and the + blessing of 

God almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you 

and remain with you always. 

Amen. 

 

The Mass is ended.  Go in the Peace to love and serve the Lord.   

Alleluia, alleluia! 

In the Name of Christ.  Amen.  Alleluia, alleluia! 

 

Merciful Father, You gave Your Son Jesus Christ to be the Good 

Shepherd, and in His love for us to lay down His life and rise again: 

keep us always under His protection, and give us grace to follow in His 

steps, the same Jesus Christ our Lord. 



Joy to thee, O Queen of Heaven.  Alleluia! 

He whom thou wast meet to bear.  Alleluia! 

As He promised hath arisen.  Alleluia! 

Pour for us to God thy prayer.  Alleluia! 

 

Rejoice and be glad, O Virgin Mary, alleluia! 

For the Lord is risen indeed, alleluia! 

 

Let us pray: 

 

O God, Who through the Resurrection of Thy Son, hath brought joy 

to the whole world; grant us with the Blessed Virgin Mary to attain to 

the joys of life eternal; through the same Jesus Christ our Lord.  

Amen. 

 

Words: Cyril Alington 1872 - 1955 

Music: Vulpius 

Melody from Vulpius's Gesangbuch 1609 

Harmony by Henry Lee 1887 - 1962 

Good Christian men, rejoice and sing! 

Now is the triumph of our King: 

To all the world glad news we bring: 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

 

The Lord of Life is risen for ay: 

Bring flowers of song to strew His way; 

Let all mankind rejoice and say: 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

 

Praise we in songs of victory 

That Love, that Life, which cannot die, 

And sing with hearts uplifted high: 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

 

Thy Name we bless, O risen Lord, 

And sing today with one accord 

The life laid down, the life restored. 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
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