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As the priest enters the church, the following is sung: 

 

O Jesu, King most wonderful, 

Thou Conqueror renowned, 

Thou sweetness most ineffable, 

In Whom all joys are found! 

 

When once Thou visitest the heart, 

Then Truth begins to shine; 

Then earthly vanities depart; 

Then kindles love divine. 

 

O Jesu, Light of all below, 

Thou Fount of life and fire, 

Surpassing all the joys we know, 

And all we can desire. 

 

May every heart confess Thy Name, 

And ever Thee adore; 

And, seeking Thee, itself inflame 

To seek Thee more and more. 

 

Thee may our tongues for ever bless, 

Thee may we love alone; 

And ever in our lives express 

The image of Thine own. 
Words: C12 Latin 

Tr Edward Caswall 1814 - 78 

Music: Westminster 

James Turle 1802 - 82 
 



+ Grace, mercy and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus 

Christ be with you. 

And with thy spirit. 

 

Let us confess our sins in penitence and faith, firmly resolved to keep 

God's commandments and to live in love and peace with all. 

 

We have sinned through our thoughts and through our thoughtlessness: 

Kyrie eleison. 

Kyrie eleison. 
 

We have sinned through our words and through our silence: Christe 

eleison. 

Christe eleison. 
 

We have sinned through our deeds and through our inaction: Kyrie 

eleison. 

Kyrie eleison 

 

Thou shalt purge me, O Lord, with hyssop, and I shall be clean: thou 

shalt wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow. Ps. Have mercy upon 

me, O God: after thy great goodness. Glory be to the Father, and to the 

Son; and to the Holy Ghost; As it was in the beginning, is now, and 

ever shall be: world without end. Amen. Thou shalt purge me, O Lord, 

with hyssop, and I shall be clean: thou shalt wash me, and I shall be 

whiter than snow.  

 

In Your justice I shall see Your Face, O Lord: when Your glory appears 

my joy shall be full.  Give heed, O Lord, to my righteousness: be 

attentive to my supplication.  Glory be to the Father and to the Son and 

to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the beginning is now and ever shall be, 

world without end.  Amen. 

In Your justice &c 

 

 

 

 



During the Gloria in excelsis, the Altar, the symbol of God's Presence, 

may be honoured with incense. 

 

Glory be to God on high. 

And in earth peace, goodwill towards men. 

We praise Thee, we bless Thee, 

we worship Thee, we glorify Thee, 

we give thanks to Thee for Thy great glory, 

O Lord God, heavenly King,  

God the Father almighty. 

O Lord, the only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ: 

O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, 

that takest away the sins of the world, 

have mercy upon us. 

Thou that takest away the sins of the world, 

receive our prayer. 

Thou that sittest at the right  

hand of God the Father, have mercy upon us. 

For Thou only art holy, Thou only art the Lord; 

Thou only, O Christ, with the Holy Ghost, 

art most high, 

+ in the glory of God the Father.  Amen. 

 

Let us pray: 

 

God of the heavens, God of the earth, all creation awaits Your gift of 

new life.  Prepare our hearts to receive the Word of Your Son, that His 

Gospel may grow within us and yield a harvest that is an hundredfold; 

in and through Jesus Christ, Your Son our Lord, Who is alive and 

reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, God, throughout all ages world 

without end.   

Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 



Thus says the Lord, "For as the rain and the snow come down from 

heaven, and return not thither but water the earth, making it bring forth 

and sprout, giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater, so shall my 

word be that goes forth from my mouth; it shall not return to me empty, 

but it shall accomplish that which I purpose, and prosper in the thing for 

which I sent it. 
 

This is the Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

The river of God is full of water;  ♦   you prepare grain for your 

people, for so you provide for the earth. 

You drench the furrows and smooth out the ridges;  ♦   you soften the 

ground with showers and bless its increase. 

You crown the year with your goodness,  ♦   and your paths overflow 

with plenty. 

May the pastures of the wilderness flow with goodness  ♦   and the 

hills be girded with joy. 

May the meadows be clothed with flocks of sheep  ♦   and the valleys 

stand so thick with corn that they shall laugh and sing. 

 

I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth 

comparing with the glory that is to be revealed to us.  For the creation 

waits with eager longing for the revealing of the sons of God; for the 

creation was subjected to futility, not of its own will but by the will of 

him who subjected it in hope; because the creation itself will be set free 

from its bondage to decay and obtain the glorious liberty of the children 

of God.  We know that the whole creation has been groaning in travail 

together until now; and not only the creation, but we ourselves, who 

have the first fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait for adoption 

as sons, the redemption of our bodies. 

 

This is the Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

A Reading from the Book of the Prophet Isaiah. 

 

A Reading from the Letter of Saint Paul to the Church in Rome. 

 



The Gospel book is carried to the Lectern: 

 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!  The seed is the Word of God, Christ the 

Sower; whoever finds this seed will remain for ever.  Alleluia, alleluia, 

alleluia! 

 

Christ's Presence in the words of the Gospel may be honoured with 

incense. 

 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 

Glory be to Thee, O Lord. 

 

Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea.  And great crowds 

gathered about him, so that he got into a boat and sat there; and the 

whole crowd stood on the beach.  And he told them many things in 

parables, saying: "A sower went out to sow.  And as he sowed, some 

seeds fell along the path, and the birds came and devoured them.  Other 

seeds fell on rocky ground, where they had not much soil, and 

immediately they sprang up, since they had no depth of soil, but when 

the sun rose they were scorched; and since they had no root they 

withered away.  Other seeds fell upon thorns, and the thorns grew up 

and choked them.  Other seeds fell on good soil and brought forth grain, 

some a hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty.  He who has ears, let him 

hear." 

 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise be to Thee, O Christ. 

 

A homily may follow. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



We believe in one God, 

the Father almighty, 

Maker of Heaven and earth, 

and of all things visible and invisible. 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

the only begotten Son of God, 

begotten of His Father before all worlds. 

God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, 

begotten not made; 

being of one substance with the Father, 

by Whom all things were made; 

Who for us men and for our salvation 

came down from Heaven  

and was incarnate by the Holy Ghost  

of the Virgin Mary, and was made man.  

and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

He suffered and was buried, 

and the third day He rose again  

according to the Scriptures,  

and ascended into Heaven, 

and sitteth on the right hand of the Father. 

And He shall come again in glory  

to judge both the quick and the dead; 

Whose Kingdom shall have no end. 

And we believe in the Holy Ghost, 

the Lord, the Giver of life, 

Who proceedeth from the Father and the Son, 

Who with the Father and the Son together 

is worshipped and glorified, 

Who spake by the prophets. 

And we believe  

one Holy Catholic and Apostolic Church, 

We acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins. 

And we look for the resurrection of the dead, 

+ and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 

 



God has called us in Christ and gathered us here today; in response to 

His call, let us lay before Him the needs of the Church and the world: 

 

As we draw near to His Altar, let us pray to the Lord of Hosts for the 

Church: 

[Petitions] 

God our King, may Your Church carry out Your Purpose so that in us 

Your Word may succeed in what it was sent to do: Lord, hear us ... 

Lord, graciously hear us. 

 

As we draw near to His Altar, let us pray to the Lord of Hosts for the 

world: 

[Petitions] 

God our King, care and provide for the earth, bless its growth and fill it 

with riches and crown our times with Your goodness, justice and peace: 

Lord, hear us ... Lord, graciously hear us. 

 

As we draw near to His Altar, let us pray to the Lord of Hosts for the 

people we meet: 

[Petitions] 

God our King, bless our communities that all may find homes where 

they may prosper and find loving content: Lord, hear us ... Lord, 

graciously hear us. 
 

As we draw near to His Altar, let us pray to the Lord of Hosts for all 

who suffer: 

[Petitions] 

God our King, may those who suffer know the hope of Your loving 

Purpose that they may be set free from the burdens of their minds and 

bodies: Lord, hear us ... Lord, graciously hear us. 
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As we draw near to His Altar, let us pray to the Lord of Hosts for those 

who have died: 

[Petitions] 

God our King, in Your justice may those who have died see Your Face 

and find the fullness of joy when they behold Your Glory: Lord, hear us 

... Lord, graciously hear us. 

 

As we draw near to His Altar, let us pray to the Lord of Hosts for our 

private concerns: ... Lord, hear us ... Lord, graciously hear us. 

 

In union with our Lady, Saint Matthew, Saint Philip, Saint Augustine, 

Saint Swithun and all the saints, we make our prayers not of any merit 

of our own, but trusting in the love and compassion of Jesus Christ our 

Lord. 

Amen. 

 

Let the Peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as members of one 

Body, you are called to peace. 

The Peace of the Lord be always with you. 

And with thy spirit. 

 

As the bread and wine are brought to the Altar and prepared for the 

Mass, the following is sung: 

 

Unto You, O Lord, have I lifted up my soul; O God I trust in You, let 

me not be put to shame: do not allow my enemies to laugh at me; for 

none of those who are awaiting You will be disappointed. 

 

Here, while the Cherubim within the veil, adore the blest, life-giving 

Trinity, we in earth’s worship echoing their part, hymn the thrice-holy 

in their company.  So let all earthly cares be laid aside, that we may 

welcome Him Who draweth nigh, the King of Glory entering His 

courts, girt by the hidden armies of the sky.  Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

 

 

 



The preparation of the Altar continues; incense may be used to honour 

the place where Christ will become present.   

 

God is working his purpose out 

as year succeeds to year: 

God is working his purpose out, 

and the time is drawing near; 

nearer and nearer draws the time, 

the time that shall surely be, 

when the earth shall be filled 

with the glory of God 

as the waters cover the sea. 

 

From utmost east to utmost west, 

wherever foot hath trod, 

by the mouth of many messengers 

goes forth the voice of God; 

give ear to me, ye continents, 

ye isles, give ear to me, 

that earth may filled 

with the glory of God 

as the waters cover the sea. 

 

What can we do to work God's work, 

to prosper and increase 

the brotherhood of all mankind-- 

the reign of the Prince of Peace? 

What can we do to hasten the time-- 

the time that shall surely be, 

when the earth shall be filled 

with the glory of God 

as the waters cover the sea. 
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March we forth in the strength of God, 

with the banner of Christ unfurled, 

that the light of the glorious gospel of truth 

may shine throughout the world: 

fight we the fight with sorrow and sin 

to set their captives free, 

that earth may filled 

with the glory of God 

as the waters cover the sea. 

 

All we can do is nothing worth 

unless God blessed the deed; 

vainly we hope for the harvest-tide 

till God gives life to the seed; 

yet nearer and nearer draws the time, 

the time that shall surely be, 

when the earth shall be filled 

with the glory of God 

as the waters cover the sea. 
Words: AC Ainger 1841 - 1919 

Music: Benson 

Millicent Kingdom 1866 - 94 

At the end: 

 

Thine, O Lord, is the greatness, the power and the glory and the victory 

and the majesty.  All that is in Heaven and earth is Thine: 

All things come of Thee, O Lord, and of Thine own do we give Thee. 

 

Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

God our Father, Your Word creates in us a yearning for Your Kingdom.  

Accept our sacrifice this day, and keep us in Your peace; for the sake of 

Jesus Christ our Lord. 



The priest begins the great prayer of thanksgiving: 

 

The Lord be with you. 

And with thy spirit. 

Lift up your hearts; 

We lift them up unto the Lord. 

Let us give thanks unto our Lord God. 

It is meet and right so to do. 

 

It is truly right and just, our duty and our salvation, 

always and everywhere to give you thanks, 

holy Father, almighty and eternal God. 

From sunrise to sunset this day is holy, 

for Christ has risen from the tomb 

and scattered the darkness of death 

with light that will not fade. 

This day the risen Lord walks with your gathered people, 

unfolds for us your word, 

and makes himself known in the breaking of the bread. 

And though the night will overtake this day 

you summon us to live in endless light, 

the never-ceasing Sabbath of the Lord. 

And so, with choirs of angels 

and with all the heavenly host, 

we proclaim your glory 

and join their unending song of praise: 

 

Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of hosts. 

Heaven and earth are full of Thy glory. 

Glory be to Thee, O Lord most high. 

 

+ Blessed is He that cometh in the Name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

  



We praise and bless you, loving Father, 

through Jesus Christ, our Lord; 

and as we obey his command, 

send your Holy Spirit, 

that broken bread and wine outpoured 

may be for us the body and blood of your dear Son. 

 

On the night before he died he had supper with his Apostles 

and, taking bread, he praised you. 

He broke the bread, gave it to them and said: 

Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 

do this in remembrance of me. 

 

The priest holds up the consecrated Host for the people to see. 

 

When supper was ended he took the cup of wine. 

Again he praised you, gave it to them and said: 

Drink this, all of you; 

this is my blood of the new covenant, 

which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.  

Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me. 

 

The priest holds up the chalice of consecrated wine for the people to 

see. 

 

So, Father, we remember all that Jesus did, 

in him we plead with confidence his sacrifice 

made once for all upon the cross. 

Bringing before you the bread of life and cup of salvation, 

we proclaim his death and resurrection 

until he comes in glory. 

 

Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again. 
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Lord of all life, 

help us to work together for that day 

when your kingdom comes 

and justice and mercy will be seen in all the earth. 

Look with favour on your people, 

gather us in your loving arms 

and bring us with [N and] all the saints 

to feast at your table in heaven. 

 

Through Jesus Christ, our Lord, 

By Whom and with Whom and in Whom, 

Amen, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

Amen, 

all honour and glory are Yours, almighty Father, for ever and ever. 

Amen. 

 

Instructed by saving precepts and taught by divine example, we are bold 

to say: 

Our Father,  

Who art in Heaven,  

hallowed by Thy Name;  

Thy Kingdom come,  

Thy Will be done on earth as it is in Heaven.   

Give us this day our daily bread  

and forgive us our trespasses  

as we forgive those who trespass against us;  

and lead us not into temptation,  

but deliver us from evil.   

For Thine is the Kingdom,  

the power and the glory for ever and ever.  Amen. 

 

We break this bread to share in the Body of Christ. 

Though we are many, we are one body,  

because we all share in one bread. 

 

 



O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, have mercy 

upon us.  O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, have 

mercy upon us.  O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, 

grant us Thy peace. 

 

The priest holds up the consecrated elements and invites people to 

receive Holy Communion: 

 

+ Behold the Lamb of God; behold Him, Who takes away the sin of the 

world; happy are they who are called to His Supper. 

Lord, I am not worthy to receive You; but only say the Word and my 

soul will be healed. 

 

The sparrow even finds a home, the swallow a nest wherein to place her 

young, near Your altars, Lord of Hosts, my King and my God: how 

happy are they who would dwell in Your house! Forever they are 

praising You. 

 

Holy Communion follows. 

 

Father, hear the prayer we offer: 

Not for ease that prayer should be, 

But for strength that we may ever 

Live our lives courageously. 

 

Not for ever in green pastures 

Do we ask our way to be; 

But the steep and rugged pathway 

May we tread rejoicingly. 

 

Not for ever by still waters 

Would we idly rest and stay; 

But would smite the living fountains 

From the rocks along our way. 
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Be our strength in hours of weakness, 

In our wanderings be our guide; 

Through endeavour, failure, danger, 

Father, be Thou at our side. 

 
Words: Maria Willis 

Music: Sussex 

English Traditional Melody adapted by R Vaughan Williams 

 

After Holy Communion: 

 

Whoever eats My Flesh and drinks My Blood will live in Me and I in 

him, says the Lord. 

 

Let us pray: 

 

Amen. 

 

Notices may follow. 

 

The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts 

and minds in the knowledge and love of God, and of his Son Jesus 

Christ our Lord; and the + blessing of God almighty, the Father, the 

Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you and remain with you always. 

Amen. 

 

The Mass is ended.  Go in the Peace of Christ. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

 

 

Lord God, Whose Son is the true Vine and the Source of life, ever 

giving Himself that the world may live: may we so receive within 

ourselves the power of His Death and Passion that, in His saving cup, 

we may share His Glory and be made perfect in His love; the same 

Jesus Christ our Lord. 



The Angel of Lord brought the tidings to Mary; 

and she conceived by the Holy Ghost. 

Hail Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with thee: 

Blessed art thou amongst women and blessed is the fruit of thy womb, 

Jesus. 

Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray for us sinners now and at the hour of 

our death.  Amen. 

Behold the handmaid of the Lord; 

be it unto my according to Thy Word. 

Hail Mary &c 

The Word was made flesh; 

and dwelt among us. 

Hail Mary &c 

Pray for us, O holy Mother of God; 

that we may be made worthy of the promises of Christ. 

 

Let us pray. 

 

Pour forth Your Grace into our hearts, we beseech You O Lord, that 

as we have known the Incarnation of Your Son, Jesus Christ, by the 

message of an angel, so by His + Cross and Passion, we may be 

brought to the glory of His Resurrection; in and through the same 

Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

O Son of God, eternal Love, 

Who came in mercy from above 

To bring to me the Father's Grace, 

And sanctify a ransomed race. 

 

Illumine every Christian mind, 

And grant us through Your Word to find 

The Truth that sets the bondsman free, 

The service that is liberty. 
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To Christ Whose Blood for us was shed, 

Who rose victorious from the dead, 

Whose Glory all the saints adore, 

Be endless praise for evermore. 

 
Words: GB Timms b 1910 

Music: Morning Hymn  

Francois Barthelemon 1741 - 1808 
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