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Text of the Mass for Sunday XXVI1 (4™ October) 2026

As the priest enters the church, the following is sung:

Christ is our corner-stone,

On him alone we build;

With his true saints alone

The courts of heaven are filled:
On his great love

Our hopes we place

Of present grace

And joys above.

Oh, then with hymns of praise
These hallowed courts shall ring;
Our voices we will raise

The Three in One to sing;

And thus proclaim

In joyful song,

Both loud and long,

That glorious Name.

Here may we gain from heaven
The grace which we implore;
And may that grace, once given,
Be with us evermore,

Until that day

When all the blest

To endless rest

Are called away.
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Words: C7 Latin

Tr John Chandler 1806 - 76
Music: Harewood

SS Wesley 1810 - 76

+ Grace, mercy and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus
Christ be with you.
And with thy spirit.

Let us confess our sins in penitence and faith, firmly resolved to keep
God's commandments and to live in love and peace with all.

We have sinned through our thoughts and through our thoughtlessness:
Kyrie eleison.
Kyrie eleison.

We have sinned through our words and through our silence: Christe
eleison.
Christe eleison.

We have sinned through our deeds and through our inaction: Kyrie
eleison.
Kyrie eleison

Thou shalt purge me, O Lord, with hyssop, and I shall be clean: thou
shalt wash me, and | shall be whiter than snow. Ps. Have mercy upon
me, O God: after thy great goodness. Glory be to the Father, and to the
Son; and to the Holy Ghost; As it was in the beginning, is now, and
ever shall be: world without end. Amen. Thou shalt purge me, O Lord,
with hyssop, and | shall be clean: thou shalt wash me, and | shall be
whiter than snow.

O Lord, You have given everything its place in the world and no one
can make it otherwise: for it is Your creation, the heavens and the earth
and the stars: You are the Lord of all. Blessed are those whose way is
blameless: who walk in the way of the Lord. Glory be to the Father and
to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the beginning is now and
ever shall be, world without end. Amen.

O Lord, You have given everything &c



During the Gloria in excelsis, the Altar, the symbol of God's Presence,
may be honoured with incense.

Glory be to God on high.

And in earth peace, goodwill towards men.
We praise Thee, we bless Thee,

we worship Thee, we glorify Thee,

we give thanks to Thee for Thy great glory,

O Lord God, heavenly King,

God the Father almighty.

O Lord, the only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ:
O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,
that takest away the sins of the world,

have mercy upon us.

Thou that takest away the sins of the world,
receive our prayer.

Thou that sittest at the right

hand of God the Father, have mercy upon us.
For Thou only art holy, Thou only art the Lord;
Thou only, O Christ, with the Holy Ghost,

art most high,

+ in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

Let us pray:

Yours, O God, is the vineyard and its harvest, Your the Kingdom of
justice and peace. You call Your people to tend its growth. Bless the
work entrusted to our hands, that we may offer You an abundance of
just works, a rich harvest of peace; in and through Jesus Christ, Your
Son our Lord, Who is alive and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit,
God, throughout all ages world without end.

Amen.



A Reading from the Book of the Prophet Isaiah.

Let me sing for my beloved a love song concerning his vineyard: My
beloved had a vineyard on a very fertile hill. He digged it and cleared it
of stones, and planted it with choice vines; he built a watchtower in the
midst of it, and hewed out a wine vat in it; and he looked for it to yield
grapes, but it yielded wild grapes. And now, O inhabitants of Jerusalem
and men of Judah, judge, | pray you, between me and my vineyard.
What more was there to do for my vineyard, that | have not done in it?
When | looked for it to yield grapes, why did it yield wild grapes? And
now | will tell you what I will do to my vineyard. | will remove its
hedge, and it shall be devoured; | will break down its wall, and it shall
be trampled down. | will make it a waste; it shall not be pruned or
hoed, and briers and thorns shall grow up; | will also command the
clouds that they rain no rain upon it. For the vineyard of the LORD of
hosts is the house of Israel, and the men of Judah are his pleasant
planting; and he looked for justice, but behold, bloodshed; for
righteousness, but behold, a cry!

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

R.\The vineyard of the Lord is the House of Israel.

Verse 1:

You brought a vine out of Egypt;

to plant it you drove out the nations.

It stretched out its branches to the sea,

to the Great River it stretched out its shoots. R.\

Verse 2:
Then why have you broken down its walls?
It is plucked by all who pass by.
It is ravaged by the boar of the forest,
devoured by the beasts of the field. R.\
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Verse 3:

God of hosts, turn again, we implore,
look down from heaven and see.

Visit this vine and protect it,

the vine your right hand has planted. R.\

Verse 4:

And we shall never forsake you again:

give us life that we may call upon your name.
God of hosts, bring us back;

let your face shine on us and we shall be saved.

Setting in Stephen Dean's The Complete Responsorial Psalter
A Reading from the Letter of Saint Paul to the Church in Philippi.

Have no anxiety about anything, but in everything by prayer and
supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to
God. And the peace of God, which passes all understanding, will keep
your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. Finally, brethren, whatever
is true, whatever is honourable, whatever is just, whatever is pure,
whatever is lovely, whatever is gracious, if there is any excellence, if
there is anything worthy of praise, think about these things. What you
have learned and received and heard and seen in me, do; and the God of
peace will be with you.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

The Gospel book is carried to the Lectern:

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! Speak, Lord, Your servant is listening: You
have the message of life eternal Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!



Christ's Presence in the words of the Gospel may be honoured with
incense.

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
Glory be to Thee, O Lord.

Jesus said to the chief priests and elders of the people, "Hear another
parable. There was a householder who planted a vineyard, and set a
hedge around it, and dug a wine press in it, and built a tower, and let it
out to tenants, and went into another country. When the season of fruit
drew near, he sent his servants to the tenants, to get his fruit; and the
tenants took his servants and beat one, killed another, and stoned
another. Again he sent other servants, more than the first; and they did
the same to them. Afterward he sent his son to them, saying, "They will
respect my son." But when the tenants saw the son, they said to
themselves, "This is the heir; come, let us kill him and have his
inheritance." And they took him and cast him out of the vineyard, and
killed him. When therefore the owner of the vineyard comes, what will
he do to those tenants?" They said to him, "He will put those wretches
to a miserable death, and let out the vineyard to other tenants who will
give him the fruits in their seasons." Jesus said to them, "Have you
never read in the scriptures: "The very stone which the builders rejected
has become the head of the corner; this was the Lord's doing, and it is
marvellous in our eyes'? Therefore | tell you, the kingdom of God will
be taken away from you and given to a nation producing the fruits of
it."

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to Thee, O Christ.

A homily may follow.



We believe in one God,

the Father almighty,

Maker of Heaven and earth,

and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,

the only begotten Son of God,

begotten of His Father before all worlds.

God of God, Light of Light,very God of very God,
begotten not made;

being of one substance with the Father,

by Whom all things were made;

Who for us men and for our salvation

came down from Heaven

and was incarnate by the Holy Ghost

of the Virgin Mary, and was made man.

and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried,

and the third day He rose again

according to the Scriptures,

and ascended into Heaven,

and sitteth on the right hand of the Father.
And He shall come again in glory

to judge both the quick and the dead;

Whose Kingdom shall have no end.

And we believe in the Holy Ghost,

the Lord, the Giver of life,

Who proceedeth from the Father and the Son,
Who with the Father and the Son together

is worshipped and glorified,

Who spake by the prophets.

And we believe

one Holy Catholic and Apostolic Church,
We acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins.
And we look for the resurrection of the dead,
+ and the life of the world to come. Amen.



God has called us in Christ and gathered us here today; in response to
His call, let us lay before Him the needs of the Church and the world:

Let us call on the God of Peace for the Church:
[Petitions]

Lord of Hosts, let Your face shine on the Church that the vine which
You have planted, may be faithful in discipleship and constant in our
prayer and thanksgiving: Lord, hear us ... Lord, graciously hear us.

Let us call on the God of Peace for the world:
[Petitions]

Lord of Hosts, let Your face shine on the peoples of earth, which Your
have set in Your place, that all may live in justice and peace: Lord, hear
us ... Lord, graciously hear us.

Let us call on the God of Peace for the people we meet:
[Petitions]

Lord of Hosts, let Your face shine on our communities that we may fill
our minds with everything that is noble, good and honourable: Lord,
hear us ... Lord, graciously hear us.

Let us call on the God of Peace for those who suffer:

[Petitions]

Lord of Hosts, let Your face shine on those who suffer that they may
know Your protection and find hope in their burdens: Lord, hear us ...

Lord, graciously hear us.
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Let us call on the God of Peace for all who have died:
[Petitions]

Lord of Hosts, let Your face shine on all who have died that they may
find life eternal in the full glory of Your nearer Presence: Lord, hear us
... Lord, graciously hear us.

Let us call on the God of Peace for those things which weigh privately
on us: ... Lord, hear us ... Lord, graciously hear us.

In union with our Lady, Saint Matthew, Saint Philip, Saint Augustine,
Saint Francis of Assisi, Saint Paulinus and all the saints, we make our
prayers not of any merit of our own, but trusting in the love and
compassion of Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Let the Peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as members of one
Body, you are called to peace.

The Peace of the Lord be always with you.

And with thy spirit.

As the bread and wine are brought to the Altar and prepared for the
Mass, the following is sung:

My soul aspires after Your salvation; | hope in Your Word; when will
you judge those who persecute me? The wicked are persecuting me;
come to my assistance, O Lord my God.

Here, while the Cherubim within the veil, adore the blest, life-giving
Trinity, we in earth’s worship echoing their part, hymn the thrice-holy
in their company. So let all earthly cares be laid aside, that we may
welcome Him Who draweth nigh, the King of Glory entering His
courts, girt by the hidden armies of the sky. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!



The preparation of the Altar continues; incense may be used to honour
the place where Christ will become present.

Son of God, eternal Saviour,

Source of life and truth and grace,

Son of Man, Whose Birth among us
Hallows all our human race,

Thou, our Head, Who, throned in glory,
For Thine own dost ever plead,

Fill us with Thy love and pity,

Heal our wrongs and help our need.

As Thou, Lord, hast lived for others,
So may we for others live;

Freely have Thy gifts been granted,
Freely may Thy servants give.
Thine the gold and Thine the silver,
Thine the wealth of land and sea,
We but stewards of Thy bounty,
Held in solemn trust for Thee.

Come, O Christ, and reign among us,
King of love and Prince of peace,
Hush the storm of strife and passion,
Bid its cruel discords cease;

By Thy patient years of toiling,

By Thy silent hours of pain,

Quench our fevered thirst of pleasure,
Shame our selfish greed of gain.
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Dark the path that lies behind us,

Strewn with wrecks and stained with blood;
But before us gleams the vision

Of the coming brotherhood.

See the Christlike host advancing,

High and lowly, great and small,

Linked in bonds of common service

For the common Lord of all.

Son of God, eternal Saviour,

Source of life and truth and grace,

Son of Man, Whose Birth among us
Hallows all our human race,

Thou Who prayedst, Thou Who willest
That Thy people should be one,

Grant, O grant our hope's fruition:
Here on earth Thy Will be done.

Words: Somerset Lowry 1855 - 1932

At the end:

Music: Everton
Henry Smart 1813 - 79

Thine, O Lord, is the greatness, the power and the glory and the victory
and the majesty. All that is in Heaven and earth is Thine:
All things come of Thee, O Lord, and of Thine own do we give Thee.

God of truth, receive our sacrifice this day and make us worthy
servants, strong to follow in the pattern of Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.



The priest begins the great prayer of thanksgiving:

The Lord be with you.

And with thy spirit.

Lift up your hearts;

We lift them up unto the Lord.

Let us give thanks unto our Lord God.
It is meet and right so to do.

It is truly right and just, our duty and our salvation,
always and everywhere to give you thanks,

holy Father, almighty and eternal God.

From sunrise to sunset this day is holy,

for Christ has risen from the tomb

and scattered the darkness of death

with light that will not fade.

This day the risen Lord walks with your gathered people,
unfolds for us your word,

and makes himself known in the breaking of the bread.
And though the night will overtake this day

you summon us to live in endless light,

the never-ceasing Sabbath of the Lord.

And so, with choirs of angels

and with all the heavenly host,

we proclaim your glory

and join their unending song of praise:

Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of hosts.
Heaven and earth are full of Thy glory.
Glory be to Thee, O Lord most high.

+ Blessed is He that cometh in the Name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.



We praise and bless you, loving Father,

through Jesus Christ, our Lord;

and as we obey his command,

send your Holy Spirit,

that broken bread and wine outpoured

may be for us the body and blood of your dear Son.

On the night before he died he had supper with his Apostles
and, taking bread, he praised you.

He broke the bread, gave it to them and said:

Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you;

do this in remembrance of me.

The priest holds up the consecrated Host for the people to see.

When supper was ended he took the cup of wine.

Again he praised you, gave it to them and said:

Drink this, all of you;

this is my blood of the new covenant,

which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.

The priest holds up the chalice of consecrated wine for the people to
see.

So, Father, we remember all that Jesus did,
in him we plead with confidence his sacrifice
made once for all upon the cross.
Bringing before you the bread of life and cup of salvation,
we proclaim his death and resurrection
until he comes in glory.

Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again.
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Lord of all life,

help us to work together for that day

when your kingdom comes

and justice and mercy will be seen in all the earth.
Look with favour on your people,

gather us in your loving arms

and bring us with [N and] all the saints

to feast at your table in heaven.

Through Jesus Christ, our Lord,

By Whom and with Whom and in Whom,

Amen,

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

Amen,

all honour and glory are Yours, almighty Father, for ever and ever.
Amen.

Instructed by saving precepts and taught by divine example, we are bold
to say:

Our Father,

Who art in Heaven,

hallowed by Thy Name;

Thy Kingdom come,

Thy Will be done on earth as it is in Heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread

and forgive us our trespasses

as we forgive those who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.

For Thine is the Kingdom,

the power and the glory for ever and ever. Amen.

We break this bread to share in the Body of Christ.
Though we are many, we are one body,
because we all share in one bread.



O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, have mercy
upon us. O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, have
mercy upon us. O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world,
grant us Thy peace.

The priest holds up the consecrated elements and invites people to
receive Holy Communion:

+ Behold the Lamb of God; behold Him, Who takes away the sin of the
world; happy are they who are called to His Supper.

Lord, 1 am not worthy to receive You; but only say the Word and my
soul will be healed.

Because there is one bread, we, though many, are one Body; for we all
share in the one loaf and in the one cup.

Holy Communion follows.

Sweet Sacrament divine!

Hid in Thy earthly home,

Lo! round Thy lowly shrine,

With suppliant hearts we come.

Jesus, to Thee our voice we raise,

In songs of heartfelt love and praise,

Sweet Sacrament divine! Sweet Sacrament divine!

Sweet Sacrament of peace!

Dear home for every heart,

Where restless yearnings cease,

And sorrows all depart.

There in Thy ear all trustfully

We tell our tale of misery

Sweet Sacrament of Peace! Sweet Sacrament of Peace!
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Sweet Sacrament of rest!

Ark from the ocean's roar,

Within Thy shelter blest

Soon may we reach the shore.

Save us, for still the tempest raves;

Save, lest we sink beneath the waves;

Sweet Sacrament of rest! Sweet Sacrament of rest!

Sweet Sacrament divine!

Earth's light and jubilee,

In Thy clear depths doth shine

Thy Godhead's majesty.

Sweet light, so shine on us, we pray

That earthly joys may fade away,

Sweet Sacrament divine! Sweet Sacrament divine!

Words: Francis Stanfield 1835 - 1914

Music: Divine Mysteries

Francis Stanfield 1835 - 1914

After Holy Communion:

The Lord is good to those who hope in Him: to those who are searching

for His love.

Let us pray:

Holy and blessed God, You have fed us with the Body and Blood of
Your Son and filled us with Your Holy Spirit: may we honour You, not
only with our lips, but in lives dedicated to the service of Jesus Christ

our Lord.
Amen.

Notices may follow.



The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts
and minds in the knowledge and love of God, and of his Son Jesus
Christ our Lord; and the + blessing of God almighty, the Father, the
Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you and remain with you always.
Amen.

The Mass is ended. Go in the Peace of Christ.
Thanks be to God.

The Angel of Lord brought the tidings to Mary;

and she conceived by the Holy Ghost.

Hail Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with thee:

Blessed art thou amongst women and blessed is the fruit of thy womb,
Jesus.

Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray for us sinners now and at the hour of
our death. Amen.

Behold the handmaid of the Lord,;

be it unto my according to Thy Word.

Hail Mary &c

The Word was made flesh;

and dwelt among us.

Hail Mary &c

Pray for us, O holy Mother of God,;

that we may be made worthy of the promises of Christ.

Let us pray.

Pour forth Your Grace into our hearts, we beseech You O Lord, that
as we have known the Incarnation of Your Son, Jesus Christ, by the
message of an angel, so by His + Cross and Passion, we may be
brought to the glory of His Resurrection; in and through the same
Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.



O Thou in all Thy might so far,
In all Thy love so near,

Beyond the range of sun and star,
And yet beside us here.

What heart can comprehend Thy Name,
Of searching find Thee out,

Who art within, a quickening flame,

A Presence round about.

Yet though I know Thee but in part,
| ask not, Lord, for more;

Enough for me to know Thou art,
To love Thee and adore.

And dearer than all things | know
Is childlike faith to me,

That makes the darkest way | go
An open path to Thee.

Words: Frederick Homer 1840 - 1929
Music: Crowle

Melody in James Gree's Book of Psalmody 1724 edn
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