
Psalms, readings and collect 
 

Date: 26
th

 July - Sunday XVII/Trinity VIII 

  

Obviously on Sundays, people will use the Act of Spiritual Communion; but for those who 

wish to say an evening office, provision is included here. 

  

Office  

  

Office hymn:  

  

O blest Creator of the light, 

Who makest day with radiance bright, 

And o’er the forming world didst call 

The light from chaos first of all. 

 

Whose wisdom joined in meet array 

The morn and eve, and named them Day: 

Night comes with all its darkling fears; 

Regard Thy people’s prayers and tears: 

 

Lest, sunk in sin and whelm’d with strife, 

They lose the gift of endless life; 

While, thinking but the thoughts of time, 

They weave them chains of guilt and crime. 

But grant them grace that they may strain 

The heavenly gate and prize to gain: 

Each harmful lure aside to cast, 

And purge away each error past. 

 

O Father, that we ask be done, 

Through Jesus Christ, Thine only Son, 

Who with the Spirit and with Thee 

Doth live and reign eternally. 

 

  

Psalm:  

  

(77)  I WILL cry unto God with my voice : even unto God will I cry with my voice, and he 

shall hearken unto me. 

2 In the time of my trouble I sought the Lord : my sore ran and ceased not in the night-

season; my soul refused comfort. 

3 When I am in heaviness, I will think upon God: when my heart is vexed, I will complain.  

4 Thou holdest mine eyes waking : I am so feeble, that I cannot speak. 

5 I have considered the days of old : and the years that are past.  

6 I call to remembrance my song : and in the night I commune with mine own heart, and 

search out my spirits. 

7 Will the Lord absent himself for ever : and will he be no more intreated? 

8 Is his mercy clean gone for ever : and is his promise come utterly to an end for 

evermore? 

9 Hath God forgotten to be gracious : and will he shut up his loving-kindness in 

displeasure? 

10 And I said, It is mine own infirmity : but I will remember the years of the right hand of 

the most Highest. 

11 I will remember the works of the Lord : and call to mind thy wonders of old time. 

12 I will think also of all thy works : and my talking shall be of thy doings. 

13 Thy way, O God, is holy : who is so great a God as our God? 

14 Thou art the God that doeth wonders : and hast declared thy power among the people.  

15 Thou hast mightily delivered thy people : even the sons of Jacob and Joseph.  



16 The waters saw thee, O God, the waters saw thee, and were afraid : the depths also 

were troubled. 

17 The clouds poured out water, the air thundered : and thine arrows went abroad. 

18 The voice of thy thunder was heard round about : the lightnings shone upon the ground; 

the earth was moved, and shook withal. 

19 Thy way is in the sea, and thy paths in the great waters : and thy footsteps are not 

known. 

20 Thou leddest thy people like sheep : by the hand of Moses and Aaron. 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son: and to the Holy Ghost. 

As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be: world without end.  Amen. 

  

Reading:  

 

A Reading from the Former Book of the Kings: 

 

At Gibeon the LORD appeared to Solomon in a dream by night; and God said, "Ask what I 

shall give you."  And now, O LORD my God, thou hast made thy servant king in place of 

David my father, although I am but a little child; I do not know how to go out or come in.  

And thy servant is in the midst of thy people whom thou hast chosen, a great people, that 

cannot be numbered or counted for multitude.  Give thy servant therefore an understanding 

mind to govern thy people, that I may discern between good and evil; for who is able to 

govern this thy great people?"  It pleased the Lord that Solomon had asked this.  And God 

said to him, "Because you have asked this, and have not asked for yourself long life or riches 

or the life of your enemies, but have asked for yourself understanding to discern what is right, 

behold, I now do according to your word. Behold, I give you a wise and discerning mind, so 

that none like you has been before you and none like you shall arise after you. 

  

Responsory:  

  

Blessed art Thou, O God, in the highest Heaven. 

Blessed art Thou, O God, in the highest Heaven. 

And praised and glorified for ever. 

Blessed art Thou, O God, in the highest Heaven. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son: and to the Holy Ghost. 

Blessed art Thou, O God, in the highest Heaven. 

  

Magnificat antiphon:  

  

God hath regarded my lowliness; and He that is mighty hath magnified me. 

  

Collect of the day:  

  

O God, Whose never-failing providence ordereth all things both in Heaven and earth: we 

humbly beseech Thee to put away from us all hurtful things, and to give us those things 

which be profitable for us; through Jesus Christ our Lord, Who liveth and reigneth with Thee 

in the unity of the Holy Ghost, God, throughout all ages world without end.  Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 



Act of Spiritual Communion  

  

Collect:  

  

God of eternal Wisdom, You alone impart the gift of right judgement.  Grant us an 

understanding heart, that we may value wisely the treasure of Your Kingdom and gladly 

forgo all lesser gifts to possess that Kingdom's incomparable joy; in and through Jesus Christ, 

Your Son our Lord, Who is alive and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, God, throughout 

all ages world without end.  Amen. 

  

First Reading:  

  

A Reading from the Letter of Saint Paul to the Church in Rome. 

 

We know that in everything God works for good with those who love him, who are called 

according to his purpose.  For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed 

to the image of his Son, in order that he might be the first-born among many brethren.  And 

those whom he predestined he also called; and those whom he called he also justified; and 

those whom he justified he also glorified. 

  

Psalm:  

  

You only are my portion, O Lord;  ♦   I have promised to keep your words. 

The law of your mouth is dearer to me  ♦   than a hoard of gold and silver. 

Let your faithful love be my comfort,  ♦   according to your promise to your servant. 

Let your tender mercies come to me, that I may live,  ♦   for your law is my delight. 

Therefore I love your commandments  ♦   above gold, even much fine gold. 

Therefore I direct my steps by all your precepts,  ♦   and all false ways I utterly abhor. 

Your testimonies are wonderful;  ♦   therefore my soul keeps them. 

The opening of your word gives light;  ♦   it gives understanding to the simple. 

  

Gospel:  

 

A Reading from the Gospel according to Saint Matthew. 

 

Jesus said to the crowds, "The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which a 

man found and covered up; then in his joy he goes and sells all that he has and buys that field.  

"Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine pearls, who, on finding 

one pearl of great value, went and sold all that he had and bought it. 

 

 

 

 

 

  


